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In Brokering Empire, E. Natalie Rothman explores the intersecting worlds of those who regularly traversed
the early modern Venetian-Ottoman frontier, including colonial migrants, redeemed slaves, merchants,
commercial brokers, religious converts, and diplomatic interpreters. In their sustained interactions across
linguistic, religious, and political lines these trans-imperial subjects helped to shape shifting imperial and
cultural boundaries, including the emerging distinction between Europe and the Levant.

Rothman argues that the period from 1570 to 1670 witnessed a gradual transformation in how Ottoman
difference was conceived within Venetian institutions. Thanks in part to the activities of trans-imperial
subjects, an early emphasis on juridical and commercial criteria gave way to conceptions of difference based
on religion and language. Rothman begins her story in Venice's bustling marketplaces, where commercial
brokers often defied the state's efforts both to tax foreign merchants and define Venetian citizenship. The
story continues in a Venetian charitable institution where converts from Islam and Judaism and their Catholic
Venetian patrons negotiated their mutual transformation. The story ends with Venice's diplomatic
interpreters, the dragomans, who not only produced and disseminated knowledge about the Ottomans but
also created dense networks of kinship and patronage across imperial boundaries. Rothman's new conceptual
and empirical framework sheds light on institutional practices for managing juridical, religious, and
ethnolinguistic difference in the Mediterranean and beyond.
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From reader reviews:

Dennis Bryant:

This book untitled Brokering Empire: Trans-Imperial Subjects between Venice and Istanbul (Lera Research
Volume) to be one of several books that best seller in this year, this is because when you read this
publication you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book store or
you can order it through online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read
this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this
reserve from your list.

Lois Hernandez:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer might be Brokering Empire: Trans-Imperial Subjects between
Venice and Istanbul (Lera Research Volume) why because the great cover that make you consider regarding
the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Ryan Parker:

This Brokering Empire: Trans-Imperial Subjects between Venice and Istanbul (Lera Research Volume) is
great guide for you because the content which is full of information for you who all always deal with world
and get to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it facts accurately using great organize
word or we can state no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it.
Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering
sentences. Having Brokering Empire: Trans-Imperial Subjects between Venice and Istanbul (Lera Research
Volume) in your hand like having the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that
no book that offer you world within ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So , this is
certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?

Burton Zinn:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Brokering Empire: Trans-
Imperial Subjects between Venice and Istanbul (Lera Research Volume) can be the response, oh how comes?
It's a book you know. You are so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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