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The Portuguese led the way. Still today, landmarks, coastlines and currents around the world bear Portuguese
names, and the oceans of the world are one vast watery grave for Portuguese seamen. The reward they
bequeathed was an empire that stretched from China to Brazil, and included much of Africa and Southern
Asia. The peak of their achievement was Vasco da Gama's discovery of a sea route to India, and therefore to
unimaginable wealth. Yet the discoverers were not lured only by gold, precious stones and spices. They were
driven to colonise, to enslave, to bring the certainty of their religion to the unconverted, even to outflank the
Muslims and re-conquer Jerusalem. Reconstructing journeys from contemporary logs and papers, Ronald
Watkins chronicles the lengths to which they went, pioneering uncertain technologies, even modifying their
ships en route to the Indies. This absorbing and wonderfully vivid account brings to life the captains driving
their small ships over the horizon; and the far-off, not always friendly traders they met.He depicts the lives of
the ordinary sailors, rarely seen, who suffered for trade, religion and imperial power and who forced
European rivals to concede that only the Portuguese could find India.
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From reader reviews:

Beverly Barber:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Unknown Seas. All type of
book are you able to see on many sources. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Teresa Thomas:

This Unknown Seas book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The
benefit you get by reading this book is information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get info which
is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. That Unknown Seas without we recognize teach
the one who examining it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't become worry Unknown Seas
can bring when you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can
have it in your lovely laptop even telephone. This Unknown Seas having good arrangement in word along
with layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Harley Campbell:

The reason? Because this Unknown Seas is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to
snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book beside it was
fantastic author who also write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside easier to understand,
entertaining method but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating
having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of gains than the other
book get such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking method. So , still want to postpone
having that book? If I had been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Ralph Ainsworth:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you study
a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The Unknown Seas
provide you with new experience in studying a book.
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