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This book analyzes the development of female prostitution in the Pacific port of Puntarenas, Costa Rica
during the advanced stage of the coffee exporting economy (1880-1930), at the height of the consolidation of
the liberal state. Hayes argues that prostitution in the port differed from that of the coffee producing
highlands due to differential economic, social, and political development. In the periphery of Puntarenas, the
development of prostitution reflected a less stigmatized view of sexual commerce than that of the highlands,
where prostitution, although legal, threatened the tenets of liberal nationalism based on racial homogeneity
and family values. Women of the highlands were encouraged to reproduce the nation's "more European"
stock of workers and to ensure the legal transference of property through legal church marriages - both part
of a design to stabilize the coffee exporting project. By contrast, prostitutes and other working women of
Puntarenas, many immigrants from the "less European" populations of neighboring regions and most in
concubinage, were freer to do what the law prescribed - register as prostitutes in legitimate trade. Such
regional disparities reveal weaknesses in traditional explanations of Costa Rican exceptionalism, which have
rested on the premise of cultural homogeneity and have reflected the realities of only one region of the
country. The book advances an alternative explanation for the development of the nation's more democratic
institutions, situating Costa Rican exceptionalism in the nation's free labor system, of which the labor
prostitute in Puntarenas provides an example.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Torres:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Female Prostitution in Costa
Rica: Historical Perspectives, 1880-1930 (Latin American Studies: Social Sciences and Law) that give your
pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be
said as the means for people to know world better then how they react toward the world. It can't be stated
constantly that reading routine only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to be success person.
So , for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, you may pick Female Prostitution in Costa
Rica: Historical Perspectives, 1880-1930 (Latin American Studies: Social Sciences and Law) become your
current starter.

John Harrison:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer may be Female Prostitution in Costa Rica: Historical Perspectives, 1880-1930
(Latin American Studies: Social Sciences and Law) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider
about the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or
perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Wendy Ray:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you personally is Female Prostitution in Costa Rica: Historical Perspectives, 1880-1930
(Latin American Studies: Social Sciences and Law) this e-book consist a lot of the information with the
condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how do the world has grown up. The words
styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some study when he makes
this book. Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of you.

Mary Hubbard:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Female Prostitution in Costa



Rica: Historical Perspectives, 1880-1930 (Latin American Studies: Social Sciences and Law) which is
finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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