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In 1952, after two weeks of typhoid fever and the mumps, 11-year-old Madan Vasishta awoke one night to
discover that he could no longer hear. He was horrified because in India, the word for “deaf” in all three
main languages, Punjabi, Urdu, and Hindi, denoted someone who was not really human. But he was young,
brash, and irrepressible, and his autobiography Deaf in Delhi: A Memoir reveals how his boundless optimism
enabled him to persist and prevail.

Vasishta’s story reflects the India of his youth, an emerging nation where most people struggled with
numbing poverty and depended upon close family ties, tradition, and faith to see them through. His family’s
search for a cure took him to a host of medical specialists and just as many sadhus and mahatmas, holy men
and priests. The school in his small village was ill-prepared to educate deaf students then, so he herded the
family cattle, usually the work of hired servants. Vasishta refused to accept this as his final lot in life and
fantasized constantly about better jobs. Eventually, he moved to Delhi where his dream of becoming a
photographer came true. He also discovered the Delhi Deaf community that, with his family, helped him to
achieve an even higher goal, traveling to America to earn a degree at Gallaudet College.

Vasishta, a natural raconteur, imbues Deaf in Delhi with the ever-present ebullience that served him so well
in his journey. Readers will savor his good humor and honest observations and look forward to his next book
with great relish.
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From reader reviews:

James Oliver:

In other case, little persons like to read book Deaf in Delhi: A Memoir (Deaf Lives Series, Vol. 4). You can
choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is important some sort of
book Deaf in Delhi: A Memoir (Deaf Lives Series, Vol. 4). You can add expertise and of course you can
around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything! From your
country right up until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple matter until wonderful
thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching by internet unit. It is called e-
book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Lily Winstead:

The feeling that you get from Deaf in Delhi: A Memoir (Deaf Lives Series, Vol. 4) is the more deep you
digging the information that hide into the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to recognise but Deaf in Delhi: A Memoir (Deaf Lives Series, Vol. 4) giving you thrill
feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood through
anyone who read this because the author of this book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes
your personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We propose you for having this Deaf in Delhi: A Memoir (Deaf Lives Series, Vol.
4) instantly.

Edward Bastian:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book,
and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for your requirements is Deaf in Delhi: A Memoir (Deaf Lives Series, Vol. 4) this guide
consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how
can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand.
Often the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of
you.

Robert Rascoe:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of
many books in the top checklist in your reading list is usually Deaf in Delhi: A Memoir (Deaf Lives Series,
Vol. 4). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning out to be
precious person. By looking way up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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