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Edward Coles, who lived from 1786-1868, is most often remembered for his antislavery correspondence
with Thomas Jefferson in 1814, freeing his slaves in 1819, and leading the campaign against the legalization
of slavery in Illinois during the 1823-24 convention contest.   

In this new full-length biography Suzanne Cooper Guasco demonstrates for the first time how Edward Coles
continued to confront slavery for nearly forty years after his time in Illinois. Not only did he attempt to shape
the slavery debates in Virginia immediately before and after Nat Turner’s rebellion, he also consistently
entered national political discussions about slavery throughout the 1830s, 40s, and 50s. On each occasion
Coles promoted a vision of the nation that combined a celebration of America’s antislavery past with an
endorsement of free labor ideology and colonization, a broad appeal that was designed to mollify his fellow-
countrymen’s sense of economic self-interest and virulent anti-black prejudice. As Cooper Guasco
persuasively shows, Coles’s antislavery nationalism, first crafted in Illinois in the 1820s, became the
foundation of the Republican Party platform and ultimately contributed to the destruction of slavery. 

By exploring his entire life, readers come to see Edward Coles as a vital link between the unfulfilled
antislavery sensibility of men like Thomas Jefferson and the pragmatic antislavery politics of Abraham
Lincoln. In Edward Coles’ life-long confrontation with slavery, as well, we witness the rise of antislavery
politics in nineteenth-century America and come to understand the central role politics played in the fight
against slavery.
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Flannagan:

The feeling that you get from Confronting Slavery: Edward Coles and the Rise of Antislavery Politics in
Nineteenth-Century America may be the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words
the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Confronting
Slavery: Edward Coles and the Rise of Antislavery Politics in Nineteenth-Century America giving you
excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood
simply by anyone who read it because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This book also
makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this kind of Confronting
Slavery: Edward Coles and the Rise of Antislavery Politics in Nineteenth-Century America instantly.

Donna Wood:

The guide untitled Confronting Slavery: Edward Coles and the Rise of Antislavery Politics in Nineteenth-
Century America is the guide that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the guide content
that will be shown to a person. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand.
The article writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, therefore the information that they share to
you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Confronting Slavery: Edward Coles and the Rise
of Antislavery Politics in Nineteenth-Century America from the publisher to make you considerably more
enjoy free time.

Marie Griffin:

This Confronting Slavery: Edward Coles and the Rise of Antislavery Politics in Nineteenth-Century America
is great e-book for you because the content which can be full of information for you who have always deal
with world and also have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it information accurately using
great coordinate word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly
you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tricky
core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Confronting Slavery: Edward Coles and the Rise
of Antislavery Politics in Nineteenth-Century America in your hand like getting the world in your arm, facts
in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen
small right but this guide already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs.
stressful do you still doubt which?

Frederick Cagle:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This guide Confronting Slavery: Edward Coles and the Rise of Antislavery Politics in



Nineteenth-Century America was filled with regards to science. Spend your extra time to add your
knowledge about your science competence. Some people has different feel when they reading some sort of
book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern
era like today, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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