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Modern Russian literature has two “first” epochs: secular literature’s rapid rise in the eighteenth century and
Alexander Pushkin’s Golden Age in the early nineteenth. In the shadow of the latter, Russia’s eighteenth-
century culture was relegated to an obscurity hardly befitting its actually radical legacy. And yet the
eighteenth century maintains an undeniable hold on the Russian historical imagination to this day. Luba
Golburt’s book is the first to document this paradox. In formulating its self-image, the culture of the Pushkin
era and after wrestled far more with the meaning of the eighteenth century, Golburt argues, than is
commonly appreciated.

            Why did nineteenth-century Russians put the eighteenth century so quickly behind them? How does a
meaningful present become a seemingly meaningless past? Interpreting texts by Lomonosov, Derzhavin,
Pushkin, Viazemsky, Turgenev, Tolstoy, and others, Golburt finds surprising answers, in the process
innovatively analyzing the rise of periodization and epochal consciousness, the formation of canon, and the
writing of literary history.

Winner, Marc Raeff Book Prize, Eighteenth-Century Russian Studies Association

Winner, Heldt Prize for the Best Book by a Woman in Slavic/Eastern European/Eurasian Studies,
Association for Women in Slavic Studies

Winner, Best Book in Literary and Cultural Studies, American Association of Teachers of Slavic and Eastern
European Languages
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From reader reviews:

Rita Campanelli:

The book The First Epoch: The Eighteenth Century and the Russian Cultural Imagination (Wisconsin Center
for Pushkin Studies) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything
you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book The First Epoch: The Eighteenth Century
and the Russian Cultural Imagination (Wisconsin Center for Pushkin Studies)? A few of you have a different
opinion about book. But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to
closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is
possible to share all of these. Book The First Epoch: The Eighteenth Century and the Russian Cultural
Imagination (Wisconsin Center for Pushkin Studies) has simple shape however you know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by available and read a guide. So it is
very wonderful.

Carolyn Franklin:

The book with title The First Epoch: The Eighteenth Century and the Russian Cultural Imagination
(Wisconsin Center for Pushkin Studies) posesses a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot
of help after read this book. This particular book exist new expertise the information that exist in this
publication represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how
the improvement of the world. That book will bring you throughout new era of the syndication. You can read
the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Sandra Forester:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This book The First Epoch: The Eighteenth Century and the Russian
Cultural Imagination (Wisconsin Center for Pushkin Studies) was filled about science. Spend your spare time
to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has different feel when
they reading the book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In
the modern era like right now, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Rosemary Robinson:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real their
pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.



So , this The First Epoch: The Eighteenth Century and the Russian Cultural Imagination (Wisconsin Center
for Pushkin Studies) can make you feel more interested to read.
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