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From Ernest and Julio Gallo to Francis Ford Coppola, Italians have shaped the history of California wine.
More than any other group, Italian immigrants and their families have made California viticulture one of
America’s most distinctive and vibrant achievements, from boutique vineyards in the Sonoma hills to the
massive industrial wineries of the Central Valley. But how did a small group of nineteenth-century
immigrants plant the roots that flourished into a world-class industry? Was there something particularly
“Italian” in their success?
 
In this fresh, fascinating account of the ethnic origins of California wine, Simone Cinotto rewrites a century-
old triumphalist story. He demonstrates that these Italian visionaries were not skilled winemakers
transplanting an immemorial agricultural tradition, even if California did resemble the rolling Italian
countryside of their native Piedmont. Instead, Cinotto argues that it was the wine-makers’ access to “social
capital,” or the ethnic and familial ties that bound them to their rich wine-growing heritage, and not financial
leverage or direct enological experience, that enabled them to develop such a successful and influential wine
business. Focusing on some of the most important names in wine history—particularly Pietro Carlo Rossi,
Secondo Guasti, and the Gallos—he chronicles a story driven by ambition and creativity but realized in a
complicated tangle of immigrant entrepreneurship, class struggle, racial inequality, and a new world of
consumer culture.
 
Skillfully blending regional, social, and immigration history, Soft Soil, Black Grapes takes us on an original
journey into the cultural construction of ethnic economies and markets, the social dynamics of American
race, and the fully transnational history of American wine.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Cockrell:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book called Soft Soil, Black
Grapes: The Birth of Italian Winemaking in California (Nation of Nations)? Maybe it is for being best
activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can
cleverer than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have other opinion?

Robert Schrader:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider when those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive
the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Soft Soil, Black Grapes: The Birth of
Italian Winemaking in California (Nation of Nations) as your daily resource information.

Christopher Levi:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying Soft Soil, Black Grapes:
The Birth of Italian Winemaking in California (Nation of Nations) that give your enjoyment preference will
be satisfied through reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportunity for
people to know world a great deal better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be
mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to possibly be
success person. So , for all you who want to start examining as your good habit, you can pick Soft Soil,
Black Grapes: The Birth of Italian Winemaking in California (Nation of Nations) become your own personal
starter.

Elizabeth Nicholson:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes looking at, not only science book but novel and Soft Soil, Black Grapes: The Birth of
Italian Winemaking in California (Nation of Nations) as well as others sources were given know-how for
you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science book was
created for teacher or even students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to increase their
knowledge. In different case, beside science publication, any other book likes Soft Soil, Black Grapes: The



Birth of Italian Winemaking in California (Nation of Nations) to make your spare time much more colorful.
Many types of book like this one.
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