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The first president born after America's independence ushers in a new era of no-holds-barred
democracy

The first "professional politician" to become president, the slick and dandyish Martin Van Buren was to all
appearances the opposite of his predecessor, the rugged general and Democratic champion Andrew Jackson.
Van Buren, a native Dutch speaker, was America's first ethnic president as well as the first New Yorker to
hold the office, at a time when Manhattan was bursting with new arrivals. A sharp and adroit political
operator, he established himself as a powerhouse in New York, becoming a U.S. senator, secretary of state,
and vice president under Jackson, whose election he managed. His ascendancy to the Oval Office was
virtually a foregone conclusion.

Once he had the reins of power, however, Van Buren found the road quite a bit rougher. His attempts to find
a middle ground on the most pressing issues of his day-such as the growing regional conflict over slavery-
eroded his effectiveness. But it was his inability to prevent the great banking panic of 1837, and the ensuing
depression, that all but ensured his fall from grace and made him the third president to be denied a second
term. His many years of outfoxing his opponents finally caught up with him.

Ted Widmer, a veteran of the Clinton White House, vividly brings to life the chaos and contention that
plagued Van Buren's presidency-and ultimately offered an early lesson in the power of democracy.
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From reader reviews:

Rose Cordeiro:

The book Martin Van Buren: The American Presidents Series: The 8th President, 1837-1841 can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave
the best thing like a book Martin Van Buren: The American Presidents Series: The 8th President, 1837-
1841? A number of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim which book can give many
facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or details that
you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Martin Van Buren: The
American Presidents Series: The 8th President, 1837-1841 has simple shape but the truth is know: it has
great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So
it is very wonderful.

Robert Stratton:

This Martin Van Buren: The American Presidents Series: The 8th President, 1837-1841 are generally reliable
for you who want to be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Martin Van Buren: The
American Presidents Series: The 8th President, 1837-1841 can be one of many great books you must have is
actually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you actually with information that possibly
will shock your prior knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and
whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Martin Van Buren: The
American Presidents Series: The 8th President, 1837-1841 giving you an enormous of experience for
instance rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So , let's
have it and enjoy reading.

William Sinclair:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title Martin Van Buren: The
American Presidents Series: The 8th President, 1837-1841 suitable to you? The particular book was written
by renowned writer in this era. Often the book untitled Martin Van Buren: The American Presidents Series:
The 8th President, 1837-1841is a single of several books that everyone read now. That book was inspired
lots of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know
prior to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend
the core of this book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. In order to
see the represented of the world within this book.

Pedro Murray:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story as



well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this Martin
Van Buren: The American Presidents Series: The 8th President, 1837-1841.
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