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In this illuminating and evocative exploration of the origin and function of storytelling, the author goes
beyond the work of mythologist Joseph Campbell, arguing that mythmaking evolved as a cultural survival
strategy for coping with the constant fear of being killed and eaten by predators. Beginning nearly two
million years ago in the Pleistocene era, the first stories, Trout argues, functioned as alarm calls, warning
fellow group members about the carnivores lurking in the surroundings. At the earliest period, before the
development of language, these rudimentary "stories" would have been acted out. When language appeared
with the evolution of the ancestral human brain, stories were recited, memorized, and much later written
down as the often bone-chilling myths that have survived to this day.

This book takes the reader through the landscape of world mythology to show how our more recent ancestors
created myths that portrayed animal predators in four basic ways: as monsters, as gods, as benefactors, and
as role models. Each incarnation is a variation of the fear-management technique that enabled early humans
not only to survive but to overcome their potentially incapacitating fear of predators. In the final chapter,
Trout explores the ways in which our visceral fear of predators is played out in the movies, where both
animal and human predators serve to probe and revitalize our capacity to detect and survive danger.

Anyone with an interest in mythology, archaeology, folk tales, and the origins of contemporary storytelling
will find this book an exciting and provocative exploration into the natural and psychological forces that
shaped human culture and gave rise to storytelling and mythmaking.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Downey:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The Deadly Powers: Animal Predators and
the Mythic Imagination is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Kelsey Jimenez:

Often the book Deadly Powers: Animal Predators and the Mythic Imagination will bring you to definitely the
new experience of reading any book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find
new book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book Deadly Powers: Animal Predators and the Mythic
Imagination is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so
you can more easily to read the book.

Regina Schubert:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Deadly Powers: Animal Predators and the
Mythic Imagination can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of
date, spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books
have than the others?

Lewis Farnsworth:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to
around the world. From the book Deadly Powers: Animal Predators and the Mythic Imagination we can
acquire more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person must want to read a book.
Just simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life
by this book Deadly Powers: Animal Predators and the Mythic Imagination. You can more desirable than
now.
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