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Conflicts and controversies at home and abroad have led Americans to focus on Islam more than ever before.
In addition, more and more of their neighbors, colleagues, and friends are Muslims. While much has been
written about contemporary American Islam and pioneering studies have appeared on Muslim slaves in the
antebellum period, comparatively little is known about Islam in Victorian America. This biography of
Alexander Russell Webb, one of the earliest American Muslims to achieve public renown, seeks to fill this
gap.

Webb was a central figure of American Islam during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. A
native of the Hudson Valley, he was a journalist, editor, and civil servant. Raised a Presbyterian, Webb early
on began to cultivate an interest in other religions and became particularly fascinated by Islam. While
serving as U.S. consul to the Philippines in 1887, he took a greater interest in the faith and embraced it in
1888, one of the first Americans known to have done so. Within a few years, he began corresponding with
important Muslims in India. Webb became an enthusiastic propagator of the faith, founding the first Islamic
institution in the United States: the American Mission. He wrote numerous books intended to introduce
Islam to Americans, started the first Islamic press in the United States, published a journal entitled The
Moslem World, and served as the representative of Islam at the 1893 World's Parliament of Religions in
Chicago. In 1901, he was appointed Honorary Turkish Consul General in New York and was invited to
Turkey, where he received two Ottoman medals of merits.

In this first-ever biography of Webb, Umar F. Abd-Allah examines Webb's life and uses it as a window
through which to explore the early history of Islam in America. Except for his adopted faith, every aspect of
Webb's life was, as Abd-Allah shows, quintessentially characteristic of his place and time. It was because he
was so typically American that he was able to serve as Islam's ambassador to America (and vice versa). As
America's Muslim community grows and becomes more visible, Webb's life and the virtues he championed -
pluralism, liberalism, universal humanity, and a sense of civic and political responsibility - exemplify what it
means to be an American Muslim.
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From reader reviews:

Ana Jara:

This A Muslim in Victorian America: The Life of Alexander Russell Webb is great guide for you because
the content which can be full of information for you who have always deal with world and still have to make
decision every minute. This particular book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can point
out no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't
mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having A Muslim in Victorian America: The Life of Alexander Russell Webb in your hand like
getting the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no e-book that offer you
world with ten or fifteen small right but this e-book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hello Mr.
and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?

John White:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this book. This A Muslim in Victorian America: The Life
of Alexander Russell Webb is simple to develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and also soon.
If you did not have got much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make
you better to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.

Valeria May:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the very best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of
searching from it. It is called of book A Muslim in Victorian America: The Life of Alexander Russell Webb.
You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could add your knowledge and
make anyone happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from
one place to other place.

Rochelle Barrick:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
know that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by
book. Different categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is A Muslim in
Victorian America: The Life of Alexander Russell Webb.
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