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When did ghost acquire its silent h? Will cyberspace kill the one in rhubarb? And was it really rocket
scientists who invented spell-check?

In Righting the Mother Tongue, author David Wolman tells the cockamamie story of English spelling, by
way of a wordly adventure from English battlefields to Google headquarters. Along the way, he joins
spelling reformers picketing the national spelling bee, visits the town in Belgium—not England—where the
first English books were printed, and takes a road trip with the boss at Merriam-Webster Inc. Wolman
punctuates the journey with spelling wars waged by the likes of Samuel Johnson, Noah Webster, Theodore
Roosevelt, and Andrew Carnegie.

Rich with history, pop culture, curiosity, and humor, Righting the Mother Tongue explores how English
spelling came to be, traces efforts to mend the code, and imagines the shape of tomorrow's words.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Jenkins:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to
remain than other is high. For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you this Righting the
Mother Tongue: From Olde English to Email, the Tangled Story of English Spelling book as starter and daily
reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Craig Baker:

This book untitled Righting the Mother Tongue: From Olde English to Email, the Tangled Story of English
Spelling to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, this is because when you read this
reserve you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book shop or you
can order it by means of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read
this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to your account to
past this guide from your list.

Billy Migliore:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this
Righting the Mother Tongue: From Olde English to Email, the Tangled Story of English Spelling.

Carolyn Rolon:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Righting the Mother
Tongue: From Olde English to Email, the Tangled Story of English Spelling which is obtaining the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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