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Only by understanding Dao (the Way of Nature) and dwelling in its unity can humankind achieve true
happiness and freedom, in both life and death. This is the central tenet of the philosophy that was to become
Daoism, espoused by the person -- or group of people -- known as Zhuanzi (369?-286? B.C.), in the text of
the same name. In order to be free, individuals must discard rigid conventions that distinguish good from
bad, right from wrong, and follow a course of action not founded on motives of gain or striving. When one
ceases to judge events as good or bad, man-made suffering disappears and natural suffering is embraced as
part of life.

Elucidating a mystical philosophy dedicated to the spiritual nourishment of the individual, Zhuangzi makes
many points through humor. He also uses parable and anecdote, non sequitur and even nonsense, to jolt the
reader into awareness of truth outside the pale of ordinary logic. With inspired, unconventional language and
visionary ideas, the Zhuangzi seems to float free of the historical period and society in which it was written,
addressing all people across all ages.

Columbia presents this renowned translation by Burton Watson of a seminal text in Chinese philosophy in
pinyin romanization for the first time. Look for new pinyin editions of three other classic philosophical texts
translated by Watson: Xunzi: Basic Writings, Han Feizi: Basic Writings, and Mozi: Basic Writings.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Cadena:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading habit give you lot
of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you
want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel happy read one with theme
for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Zhuangzi: Basic Writings (Translations from the Asian
Classics) is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Larry Moore:

This book untitled Zhuangzi: Basic Writings (Translations from the Asian Classics) to be one of several
books that best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of
benefit into it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail store or you can order it by using
online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can
read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you to past this e-book from your list.

Ricky Dotson:

You may get this Zhuangzi: Basic Writings (Translations from the Asian Classics) by check out the
bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for ones
knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but in addition can you
enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your book. It
is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose
right ways for you.

Kimberly Morris:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the Zhuangzi: Basic Writings (Translations from the Asian Classics) when you necessary it?
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