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An unforgettable memoir about growing up Southern, grappling with faith, and confronting a
childhood colored by religion, Bible Belt culture, and a mother who minces words better than a food
processor
 
A child stumbles upon a vintage photograph and glimpses salvation. A young girl vanishes in a famous
cavern when she runs away from her tour group. A hijacked plane circles overhead, its passengers’ lives in
jeopardy. A mystical stranger, a refugee from the Holocaust, seals off her secrets behind an elusive smile.
From simple blessings to historical tragedies to random twists of fate, This Boy’s Faith plumbs the uncanny
mysteries and surprising revelations at the heart of a Southern Baptist childhood.

Hamilton Cain came to Jesus on a trampoline, or as his devout parents described it, “He just jumped and
bounced his way to the Lord.” Growing up in Tennessee in the 1970s and ’80s, he set himself on the path to
becoming the best Baptist boy he could be. The veil between the concrete and the magical shimmered all
around him, nourishing his soul. Religion was a map to help him navigate his life, to steer away from the
reefs of temptation. Yet as he grew older, Hamilton began to notice fractures and cracks in a world that had
once promised sanctuary and transcendence, perils threatening to shatter the protective shell of family and
community. Like an escape artist, he cut himself free from his evangelical milieu, and eventually gravitated
north, to cosmopolitan New York.

Twenty years later, the smooth flow of Hamilton’s life reversed itself yet again when his first child was born
with a grave genetic disease. Thrown into a chasm of confusion and despair, he found the primal voices of
his original culture reaching out to him. He picked up that faded, half-forgotten script to see what values, if
any, could steady him in the here and now. The result is a story of growing up Baptist, and then growing up. 
Haunting, evocative, and gorgeously written, Hamilton Cain’s debut will resonate with fans of poignant
personal memoir, readers interested in faith and spirituality, and anyone who has known what it’s like to
engage the complexities and contradictions of one’s past.  

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Gloria Brower:

The book This Boy's Faith: Notes from a Southern Baptist Upbringing can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why must we leave the best thing like a book This Boy's Faith:
Notes from a Southern Baptist Upbringing? A number of you have a different opinion about publication. But
one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your
book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may share all
of these. Book This Boy's Faith: Notes from a Southern Baptist Upbringing has simple shape nevertheless,
you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by available and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Sharon Garcia:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new facts. When
you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the figures do
it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read this This Boy's Faith:
Notes from a Southern Baptist Upbringing, you can tells your family, friends along with soon about yours
publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.

Fred Ashman:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can
certainly share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their
reader with their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also
they write about the ability about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl,
or how to teach your children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays
always try to improve their ability in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book.
One of them is this This Boy's Faith: Notes from a Southern Baptist Upbringing.

Albertha Lemons:

This This Boy's Faith: Notes from a Southern Baptist Upbringing is brand new way for you who has
curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you in it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this This Boy's Faith:
Notes from a Southern Baptist Upbringing can be the light food for you personally because the information
inside that book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books develop itself in the form which can be



reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in guide form
make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a reserve
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the
item! Just read this e-book style for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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