
The Sex Lives of Saints: An Erotics of Ancient
Hagiography (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient

Religion)
Virginia Burrus

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00C3K6E6O
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00C3K6E6O
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00C3K6E6O


The Sex Lives of Saints: An Erotics of Ancient Hagiography
(Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion)

Virginia Burrus

The Sex Lives of Saints: An Erotics of Ancient Hagiography (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient
Religion) Virginia Burrus

Has a repressive morality been the primary contribution of Christianity to the history of sexuality? The
ascetic concerns that pervade ancient Christian texts would seem to support such a common assumption.
Focusing on hagiographical literature, Virginia Burrus pursues a fresh path of interpretation, arguing that the
early accounts of the lives of saints are not antierotic but rather convey a sublimely transgressive
"countereroticism" that resists the marital, procreative ethic of sexuality found in other strands of Christian
tradition.

Without reducing the erotics of ancient hagiography to a single formula, The Sex Lives of Saints frames the
broad historical, theological, and theoretical issues at stake in such a revisionist interpretation of ascetic
eroticism, with particular reference to the work of Michel Foucault and Georges Bataille, David Halperin and
Geoffrey Harpham, Leo Bersani and Jean Baudrillard. Burrus subsequently proceeds through close,
performative readings of the earliest Lives of Saints, mostly dating to the late fourth and early fifth
centuries—Jerome's Lives of Paul, Malchus, Hilarion, and Paula; Gregory of Nyssa's Life of Macrina;
Augustine's portrait of Monica; Sulpicius Severus's Life of Martin; and the slightly later Lives of so-called
harlot saints. Queer, s/m, and postcolonial theories are among the contemporary discourses that prove
intriguingly resonant with an ancient art of "saintly" loving that remains, in Burrus's reading, promisingly
mobile, diverse, and open-ended.
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From reader reviews:

Will Cathcart:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed The Sex Lives of
Saints: An Erotics of Ancient Hagiography (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion)? Maybe it is to
get best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can wiser
than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Edith Macklin:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important for us. The book The Sex Lives of Saints: An Erotics of Ancient Hagiography
(Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) ended up being making you to know about other knowledge
and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The reserve The Sex
Lives of Saints: An Erotics of Ancient Hagiography (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) is not
only giving you far more new information but also to get your friend when you feel bored. You can spend
your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with the book The Sex Lives of Saints: An
Erotics of Ancient Hagiography (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion). You never sense lose out
for everything when you read some books.

Laquita Horton:

The particular book The Sex Lives of Saints: An Erotics of Ancient Hagiography (Divinations: Rereading
Late Ancient Religion) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a new book. The author
style to explain the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to learn, this book very ideal to
you. The book The Sex Lives of Saints: An Erotics of Ancient Hagiography (Divinations: Rereading Late
Ancient Religion) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book in the official web site,
so you can more easily to read the book.

Jeffry Yanez:

Beside this specific The Sex Lives of Saints: An Erotics of Ancient Hagiography (Divinations: Rereading
Late Ancient Religion) in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or
details. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from your oven so don't become worry
if you feel like an previous people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The Sex Lives of
Saints: An Erotics of Ancient Hagiography (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) because this
book offers to your account readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you rarely get what it's
exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot
be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and



also read it from currently!
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