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Today, Henry David Thoreau's status as one of America's most influential public intellectuals remains
unchallenged. Recent scholarship on Thoreau has highlighted his activism as a committed antislavery
reformer and proto-environmentalist whose life became a seminal model for the image of the liberal
conscience. While modern scholars have firmly established Thoreau's relevance, their focus on his public
activism has undervalued the complexity and range of his contributions to American political thought and
has neglected crucial facets of his philosophy regarding democratic citizenship.

In The Political Thought of Henry David Thoreau, Jonathan McKenzie analyzes not only Thoreau's well-
known works but also his journals and correspondence to provide a fresh portrait of the Sage of Walden as a
radical individualist. This new account examines the influence that ancient philosophers, particularly the
Stoics, had on Thoreau and demonstrates his importance as one of the best modern interpreters of Socrates's
vision of the self. McKenzie also argues that Thoreau's own political life was shaped by a theory of privatism
that encouraged both a radical simplification of one's commitments and regular engagement in experiments
that plumbed life for its most essential values.

Shunning grand abstractions and cosmopolitanism in favor of the wonders of daily life, Thoreau's work
provides a critique of political and social life that seeks to restore the wholeness of the human subject by
rescuing it from the clutches of public concerns. Indeed, McKenzie's nuanced, provocative analysis reveals
Thoreau as a multifaceted philosopher who brilliantly wrestled with the complexities of ethical participation
in modern democracy.
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From reader reviews:

Carlos Garcia:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Political Thought
of Henry David Thoreau: Privatism and the Practice of Philosophy. All type of book would you see on many
solutions. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Antonia Wagner:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is known to us that
book is very important usually. The book The Political Thought of Henry David Thoreau: Privatism and the
Practice of Philosophy ended up being making you to know about other information and of course you can
take more information. It is very advantages for you. The book The Political Thought of Henry David
Thoreau: Privatism and the Practice of Philosophy is not only giving you far more new information but also
for being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your e-book. Try
to make relationship together with the book The Political Thought of Henry David Thoreau: Privatism and
the Practice of Philosophy. You never really feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

John Merritt:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get large amount of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you have when
the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
guides. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have read is actually The
Political Thought of Henry David Thoreau: Privatism and the Practice of Philosophy.

Kenneth Sigler:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen need book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. From the book
The Political Thought of Henry David Thoreau: Privatism and the Practice of Philosophy we can get more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative person must prefer to read a book. Merely
choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life by this
book The Political Thought of Henry David Thoreau: Privatism and the Practice of Philosophy. You can
more inviting than now.
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