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In the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, as German Jews struggled for legal emancipation and social
acceptance, they also embarked on a program of cultural renewal, two key dimensions of which were
distancing themselves from their fellow Ashkenazim in Poland and giving a special place to the Sephardim
of medieval Spain. Where they saw Ashkenazic Jewry as insular and backward, a result of Christian
persecution, they depicted the Sephardim as worldly, morally and intellectually superior, and beautiful,
products of the tolerant Muslim environment in which they lived. In this elegantly written book, John Efron
looks in depth at the special allure Sephardic aesthetics held for German Jewry.

Efron examines how German Jews idealized the sound of Sephardic Hebrew and the Sephardim’s physical
and moral beauty, and shows how the allure of the Sephardic found expression in neo-Moorish synagogue
architecture, historical novels, and romanticized depictions of Sephardic history. He argues that the shapers
of German-Jewish culture imagined medieval Iberian Jewry as an exemplary Jewish community, bound by
tradition yet fully at home in the dominant culture of Muslim Spain. Efron argues that the myth of Sephardic
superiority was actually an expression of withering self-critique by German Jews who, by seeking to
transform Ashkenazic culture and win the acceptance of German society, hoped to enter their own golden
age.

Stimulating and provocative, this book demonstrates how the goal of this aesthetic self-refashioning was not
assimilation but rather the creation of a new form of German-Jewish identity inspired by Sephardic beauty.
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From reader reviews:

Dawn Nelson:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This German Jewry and the Allure of the Sephardic book is readable simply by
you who hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading
experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer of
German Jewry and the Allure of the Sephardic content conveys objective easily to understand by a lot of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different by means of it. So
, do you even now thinking German Jewry and the Allure of the Sephardic is not loveable to be your top
checklist reading book?

Tammie Turman:

The e-book with title German Jewry and the Allure of the Sephardic has a lot of information that you can
discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This kind of book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to
yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you within new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Jose Roberts:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several books in
the top record in your reading list is German Jewry and the Allure of the Sephardic. This book which is
qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upward and
review this book you can get many advantages.

Josephine Widman:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to make summary
for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real their hobby. They just
do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there but nothing reading
significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't see colorful photos
on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that on this
era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this German Jewry and the Allure of the Sephardic can make you really feel more
interested to read.
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