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Facing America: Iconography and the Civil War investigates and explains the changing face of America
during the Civil War. To conjure a face for the nation, author Shirley Samuels also explores the body of the
nation imagined both physically and metaphorically, arguing that the Civil War marks a dramatic shift from
identifying the American nation as feminine to identifying it as masculine. Expressions of such a change
appear in the allegorical configurations of nineteenth-century American novels, poetry, cartoons, and
political rhetoric. Because of the visibility of wars assaults on the male body, masculine vulnerability became
such a dominant facet of national life that it practically obliterated the visibility of other vulnerable bodies.
The simultaneous advent of photography and the Civil War in the nineteenth century may be as influential as
the conjoined rise of the novel and the middle class in the eighteenth century. Both advents herald a changed
understanding of how a transformative media can promote new cultural and national identities. Bodies
immobilized because of wars practices of wounding and death are also bodies made static for the cameras
gaze. The look of shock on the faces of soldiers photographed in order to display their wounds emphasizes
the new technology of war literally embodied in the impact of new imploding bullets on vulnerable flesh.
Such images mark both the context for and a counterpoint to the look of Walt Whitman as he bends over
soldiers in their hospital beds. They also provide a way to interpret the languishing male heroes of novels
such as August Evanss Macaria (1864), a southern elegy for the sundering of the nation. This book crucially
shows how visual iconography affects the shift in postbellum gendered and racialized identifications of the
nation.
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From reader reviews:

Peggy Ross:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Facing America: Iconography and the Civil War. Try to face the book
Facing America: Iconography and the Civil War as your close friend. It means that it can for being your
friend when you truly feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned
for you personally. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every little thing by the
book. So , we need to make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Noah Hansell:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Facing America:
Iconography and the Civil War book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Helen Johnson:

Facing America: Iconography and the Civil War can be one of your nice books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The
article author giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing Facing America:
Iconography and the Civil War yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based
confirm resource details that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into new
stage of crucial thinking.

John Parish:

The book untitled Facing America: Iconography and the Civil War contain a lot of information on it. The
writer explains the girl idea with easy means. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do
certainly not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was authored by famous author. The author will take
you in the new period of time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can read on your
smart phone, or program, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice learn.
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