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Botánicas is an exploration in text and photographs of spiritual shops found in Latino neighborhoods
throughout the United States. Readers discover these marvelous spaces and their alternative spiritualities that
help patrons cope with the grind and challenges of city life. Botánicas provide access to an array of invisible
powers and sell the ingredients to construct symbolic solutions to their patrons’ problems. The stores are
bright and baroque, and the powers they invoke come from religious traditions in Africa, Europe, Asia, and
the native Americas. In Botánicas, Joseph M. Murphy offers a cultural history of the devotions on display
and a reflection on the efficacy of their powers to heal. Readers will come to see that the goods and
devotions of botánicas give their patrons—mostly Latino, often immigrants—pathways for empowerment
and transformation. The name botánicas comes from the “botanicals” for sale, herbs and plants with healing
powers. The pharmacopeia of botánicas can be vast, and owners may know hundreds of remedies for treating
problems of health, wealth, and love. Botánicas vend herbs for upset stomach, herbs for finding a job, and
herbs for wooing back a wayward spouse. Supplementing these medicinal and magical plants, botánicas sell
candles, holy statues, and tools for devotion to an array of spiritual powers—Catholic saints, African gods,
indigenous spirits, and Asian divinities. Each spirit has its own ritual of petition, and botánica owners can
discern the proper offerings and prayers to help the supplicant. Murphy explains the religions of the botánica
with subtlety and sensitivity. He gives readers a deep sense of the contexts of the stores and a sophisticated
analysis of the religious traditions that suffuse them. Visually fascinating, culturally rich, and religiously
profound, Botánicas is a window into a world of beauty and power.
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From reader reviews:

Carl Moss:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys that
aren't like that. This Botánicas: Sacred Spaces of Healing and Devotion in Urban America book is readable
simply by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable
reading through experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The
writer of Botánicas: Sacred Spaces of Healing and Devotion in Urban America content conveys thinking
easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just
different available as it. So , do you still thinking Botánicas: Sacred Spaces of Healing and Devotion in
Urban America is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Donovan Houseman:

This Botánicas: Sacred Spaces of Healing and Devotion in Urban America are usually reliable for you who
want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this Botánicas: Sacred Spaces of Healing and
Devotion in Urban America can be among the great books you must have will be giving you more than just
simple studying food but feed a person with information that perhaps will shock your earlier knowledge.
This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in the e-book and
printed people. Beside that this Botánicas: Sacred Spaces of Healing and Devotion in Urban America giving
you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it
useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Daniel Campbell:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be Botánicas: Sacred Spaces of Healing and Devotion in Urban
America why because the wonderful cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Matthew Hood:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the particular book Botánicas: Sacred Spaces of
Healing and Devotion in Urban America to make your reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading
ability is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to read it and
mingle the sensation about book and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like
to start a book and examine it. Beside that the e-book Botánicas: Sacred Spaces of Healing and Devotion in



Urban America can to be your brand new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must
you're doing of that time.
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