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    In Damascus in February 1840, a Capuchin monk and his servant disappear without a trace. By the end of
the day, rumors point at the local Jewish community, a tiny minority in the city. Within weeks, the rumors
turn to accusations of ritual murder—the infamous “blood libel.” Torture, coerced confessions, manufactured
evidence, and the fury of the crowds are enough to convict the accused Jews. By the time the rest of the
world learns of the events in Damascus, the entire leadership of the Jewish community is awaiting execution.
    Blood Libel is a story of unexpected history. If the charges of ritual murder seem familiar—similar
accusations have been heard in Europe for centuries and are heard in the Middle East today—nothing in
Damascus happened as we, or contemporaries, might have anticipated. The accusers of the Jews were not the
Muslim majority. The French consul, the representative of the nation that had given the world the Rights of
Man and had been the first to grant Jews the full right of citizenship, was the chief prosecutor. The British
consul, serving under the enlightened Lord Palmerston and the new Queen, aided the prosecution. The
American consul supported the charges. The Sultan, famed for the excesses of his court and his arbitrary rule
of the vast Ottoman empire, and the Austrians, who tightly restricted the rights of Jews in their own empire,
defended the accused Jews. The venerable London Times printed reports that defied its liberal reputation,
while conservative Austrian and French newspapers took the equally unexpected opposite stand. As news of
the Damascus accusations spread, diplomacy and confused loyalties made for strange bedfellows.
    Misperceptions, mutual fears, and isolation fueled the passions in Damascus. When the affair and the
implications for the perceptions of world Jewry became a cause célèbre in Europe and the Americas, the
priorities of diplomacy intervened: a rescue mission forgot the real victims in Damascus, and the fabric of a
society that had once stretched to tolerate minorities finally burst in an outrage of fears turned to fury. The
legacies of that torn fabric are the divisions of the Middle East today and the continuing myths that feed and
sustain the fervor of anti-Semitism.
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From reader reviews:

Alberta Smith:

The publication with title Blood Libel: The Damascus Affair of 1840 has a lot of information that you can
find out it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This book exist new understanding the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to
yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you within new era of
the internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you
want.

Bobby McCabe:

The actual book Blood Libel: The Damascus Affair of 1840 has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make
sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom
makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you can get the point easily
after reading this article book.

James Jones:

The reason? Because this Blood Libel: The Damascus Affair of 1840 is an unordinary book that the inside of
the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the secret it inside. Reading this book
close to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside of
easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of gains
than the other book have got such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking means. So , still
want to hold up having that book? If I were you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Ann Foley:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book Blood Libel: The Damascus Affair of 1840 to
make your own personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is developing when you
similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression
about book and studying especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to wide open a book and
examine it. Beside that the publication Blood Libel: The Damascus Affair of 1840 can to be your new friend
when you're experience alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of the time.
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