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The question of how best to combine work and family life has led to lively debates in recent years. Both a
lifestyle and a policy issue, it has been addressed psychologically, socially, and economically, and
conclusions have been hotly contested. But as Neil Gilbert shows in this penetrating and provocative book,
we haven’t looked closely enough at how and why these questions are framed, or who benefits from the
proposed answers.

A Mother’s Work takes a hard look at the unprecedented rise in childlessness, along with the outsourcing of
family care and household production, which have helped to alter family life since the 1960s. It challenges
the conventional view on how to balance motherhood and employment, and examines how the choices
women make are influenced by the culture of capitalism, feminist expectations, and the social policies of the
welfare state. Gilbert argues that while the market ignores the essential value of a mother’s work, prevailing
norms about the social benefits of work have been overvalued by elites whose opportunities and
circumstances little resemble those of most working- and middle-class mothers. And the policies that have
been crafted too often seem friendlier to the market than to the family. Gilbert ends his discussion by looking
at the issue internationally, and he makes the case for reframing the debate to include a wider range of social
values and public benefits that present more options for managing work and family responsibilities.
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From reader reviews:

Eloise Torres:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this A Mother's
Work: How Feminism, the Market, and Policy Shape Family Life, you could tells your family, friends as
well as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.

Ernest Villa:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics,
as well as soon. The A Mother's Work: How Feminism, the Market, and Policy Shape Family Life provide
you with a new experience in reading a book.

Kevin Vargas:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to
you personally is A Mother's Work: How Feminism, the Market, and Policy Shape Family Life this book
consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how
does the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to
understand. The particular writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Here is why this book
acceptable all of you.

Josephine Weeks:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must
do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many books
in the top list in your reading list is A Mother's Work: How Feminism, the Market, and Policy Shape Family
Life. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning into precious person.
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