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There are few if any voices more distinct in contemporary French literature than that of Pascal Quignard, a
prolific writer of rare erudition and elegance. Essayist, critic, translator, novelist and musician, Quignard
attempts here an ambitious amalgam of his many artistic styles in a fragmentary work that defies the idea of
genre. And his daring was rewarded in 2002 when The Roving Shadows became the first non-novel in more
than sixty years to win the Goncourt Prize, France’s most prestigious literary award.
 
The first book in Quignard’s Last Kingdom series, The Roving Shadows can be read as a long meditation on
reading and writing that strives to situate these otherwise innocuous activities in a profound relationship to
sex and death. Writing and reading can in fact be linked to our animal natures and artistic strivings, to primal
forces and culturally persistent fascinations. With dexterity and inventiveness, Quignard weaves together
historical anecdotes, folktales from the East and West, fragments of myth, and speculative historical
reconstructions. The whole, written in a musical style not far removed from that of Couperin, whose piano
composition Les Ombres errantes lends the book its title, coheres into a work of literature that reverberates
in the psyche long after one has laid it down.
 
The Roving Shadows is a rare and wondrous tour de force that cements Quignard’s reputation in
contemporary world literature. Available now for the first time in English, this boldly adventurous work will
find a new and welcoming audience.
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From reader reviews:

Lauren Marine:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you personally is The Roving Shadows (Seagull Books - The French List) this publication
consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. That book was represented how does
the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Often
the writer made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book appropriate all of you.

Gina Gregg:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need to do
is just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many books in
the top listing in your reading list will be The Roving Shadows (Seagull Books - The French List). This book
that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in becoming precious person. By
looking upwards and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Alfred Wolff:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and The Roving Shadows (Seagull Books -
The French List) as well as others sources were given information for you. After you know how the good a
book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher as well as students
especially. Those textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside science
book, any other book likes The Roving Shadows (Seagull Books - The French List) to make your spare time
more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Edward Stevenson:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
even make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or
real their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this The Roving Shadows (Seagull Books - The French List) can make you really feel more



interested to read.
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