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This book centers on a foundational moment for Latin American racial constructs.  While most
contemporary scholarship has focused the explanation for racial tolerance-or its lack-in the colonial period,
Marixa Lasso argues that the key to understanding the origins of modern race relations are to be found later,
in the Age of Revolution.

Lasso rejects the common assumption that subalterns were passive and alienated from Creole-led patriot
movements, and instead demonstrates that during Colombia's revolution, free blacks and mulattos (pardos)
actively joined and occasionally even led the cause to overthrow the Spanish colonial government. As part of
their platform, patriots declared legal racial equality for all citizens, and promulgated an ideology of
harmony and fraternity for Colombians of all colors. The fact that blacks were mentioned as equals in the
discourse of the revolution and later served in republican government posts was a radical political departure. 
These factors were instrumental in constructing a powerful myth of racial equality-a myth that would fuel
revolutionary activity throughout Latin America.

Thus emerged a historical paradox central to Latin American nation-building: the coexistence of the
principle of racial equality with actual racism at the very inception of the republic.  Ironically, the discourse
of equality meant that grievances of racial discrimination were construed as unpatriotic and divisive acts-in
its most extreme form, blacks were accused of preparing a race war.  Lasso's work brings much-needed
attention to the important role of the anticolonial struggles in shaping the nature of contemporary race
relations and racial identities in Latin America.
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From reader reviews:

Rose Warfield:

The book Myths of Harmony: Race and Republicanism during the Age of Revolution, Colombia, 1795-1831
(Pitt Latin American Series) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why
then must we leave a very important thing like a book Myths of Harmony: Race and Republicanism during
the Age of Revolution, Colombia, 1795-1831 (Pitt Latin American Series)? A few of you have a different
opinion about guide. But one aim which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try
to closer together with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give for
each other; you may share all of these. Book Myths of Harmony: Race and Republicanism during the Age of
Revolution, Colombia, 1795-1831 (Pitt Latin American Series) has simple shape however you know: it has
great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is
very wonderful.

Linda Matthews:

This Myths of Harmony: Race and Republicanism during the Age of Revolution, Colombia, 1795-1831 (Pitt
Latin American Series) book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The
benefit you obtain by reading this book is usually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will
get info which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This specific Myths of
Harmony: Race and Republicanism during the Age of Revolution, Colombia, 1795-1831 (Pitt Latin
American Series) without we recognize teach the one who looking at it become critical in considering and
analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Myths of Harmony: Race and Republicanism during the Age of
Revolution, Colombia, 1795-1831 (Pitt Latin American Series) can bring once you are and not make your
bag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even telephone. This
Myths of Harmony: Race and Republicanism during the Age of Revolution, Colombia, 1795-1831 (Pitt Latin
American Series) having fine arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not really feel uninterested
in reading.

Alice Scales:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Myths of Harmony: Race and
Republicanism during the Age of Revolution, Colombia, 1795-1831 (Pitt Latin American Series) book as
this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.



Terry Burrows:

The e-book with title Myths of Harmony: Race and Republicanism during the Age of Revolution, Colombia,
1795-1831 (Pitt Latin American Series) includes a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a
lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how the information that exist in this
book represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. This book will bring you throughout new era of the syndication. You can read the
e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.
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