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Once a sleeping giant, China today is the world's fastest growing economy--the leading manufacturer of cell
phones, laptop computers, and digital cameras--a dramatic turn-around that alarms many Westerners. But in
China: The Fragile Superpower, Susan L. Shirk opens up the black box of Chinese politics and finds that the
real danger lies elsewhere--not in China's astonishing growth, but in the deep insecurity of its leaders.
China's leaders face a troubling paradox: the more developed and prosperous the country becomes, the more
insecure and threatened they feel.
Shirk, a former Deputy Assistant Secretary of State responsible for China, knows many of today's Chinese
rulers personally and has studied them for three decades. She offers invaluable insight into how they think--
and what they fear. In this revealing book, readers see the world through the eyes of men like President Hu
Jintao and former President Jiang Zemin. We discover a fragile communist regime desperate to survive in a
society turned upside down by miraculous economic growth and a stunning new openness to the greater
world. Indeed, ever since the 1989 pro-democracy protests in Tiananmen Square and the fall of communism
in the Soviet Union, Chinese leaders have been haunted by the fear that their days in power are numbered.
Theirs is a regime afraid of its own citizens, and this fear motivates many of their decisions when dealing
with the U.S. and other foreign nations. In particular, the fervent nationalism of the Chinese people,
combined with their passionate resentment of Japan and attachment to Taiwan, have made relations with
these two regions a minefield. It is here, Shirk concludes, in the tangled interactions between Japan, Taiwan,
China, and the United States, that the greatest danger lies.
Shirk argues that rising powers such as China tend to provoke wars in large part because other countries
mishandle them. Unless we understand China's brittle internal politics and the fears that motivate its leaders,
we face the very real possibility of avoidable conflict with China. This book provides that understanding.
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From reader reviews:

Hattie Booth:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time? What did you do?
Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that question simply because just their can do
that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on pre-
school until university need this specific China: Fragile Superpower: How China's Internal Politics Could
Derail Its Peaceful Rise to read.

Kent Walker:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
China: Fragile Superpower: How China's Internal Politics Could Derail Its Peaceful Rise will give you new
experience in looking at a book.

Steven Craig:

This China: Fragile Superpower: How China's Internal Politics Could Derail Its Peaceful Rise is new way for
you who has intense curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of
knowledge. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having
small amount of digest in reading this China: Fragile Superpower: How China's Internal Politics Could
Derail Its Peaceful Rise can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this book is easy to
get through anyone. These books create itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-
book type. People who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the
answer. So there isn't any in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It
should be here for you. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book kind for your better life in addition to
knowledge.

Ed Abraham:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books in the
top checklist in your reading list will be China: Fragile Superpower: How China's Internal Politics Could
Derail Its Peaceful Rise. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming



precious person. By looking right up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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