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From biology to culture to the new new economy, the buzzword on everyone's lips is "meme." How do
animals learn things? How does human culture evolve? How does viral marketing work? The answer to these
disparate questions and even to what is the nature of thought itself is, simply, the meme. For decades
researchers have been convinced that memes were The Next Big Thing for the understanding of society and
ourselves. But no one has so far been able to define what they are. Until now.

Here, for the first time, Robert Aunger outlines what a meme physically is, how memes originated, how they
developed, and how they have made our brains into their survival systems. They are thoughts. They are
parasites. They are in control. A meme is a distinct pattern of electrical charges in a node in our brains that
reproduces a thousand times faster than a bacterium. Memes have found ways to leap from one brain to
another. A number of them are being replicated in your brain as you read this paragraph.

In 1976 the biologist Richard Dawkins suggested that all animals -- including humans -- are puppets and that
genes hold the strings. That is, we are robots serving as life support for the genes that control us. And all they
want to do is replicate themselves. But then, we do lots of things that don't seem to help genes replicate. We
decide not to have children, we waste our time doing dangerous things like mountain climbing, or boring
things like reading, or stupid things like smoking that don't seem to help genes get copied into the next
generation. We do all sorts of cultural things for reasons that don't seem to have anything to do with genes.
Fashions in sports, books, clothes, ideas, politics, lifestyles come and go and give our lives meaning, so how
can we be gene robots?

Dawkins recognized that something else was going on. We communicate with one another and we get ideas,
and these ideas seem to have a life of their own. Maybe there was something called memes that were like
thought genes. Maybe our bodies were gene robots and our minds were meme robots. That would mean that
what we think is not the result of our own creativity, but rather the result of the evolutionary flow of memes
as they wash through us.

What is the biological reality of an idea with a life of its own? What is a thought gene? It's a meme. And no
one before Robert Aunger has established what it physically must be. This elegant, paradigm-shifting
analysis identifies how memes replicate in our brains, how they evolved, and how they use artifacts like
books and photographs and advertisements to get from one brain to another. Destined to inflame arguments
about free will, open doors to new ways of sharing our thoughts, and provide a revolutionary explanation of
consciousness, The Electric Meme will change the way each of us thinks about our minds, our cultures, and
our daily choices.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Knight:

The ability that you get from The Electric Meme: A New Theory of How We Think is the more deep you
looking the information that hide inside the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to comprehend but The Electric Meme: A New Theory of How We Think giving you
joy feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood through
anyone who read the idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This particular book
also makes your current vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along, both
in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this The Electric Meme: A New
Theory of How We Think instantly.

Marissa Wegener:

This The Electric Meme: A New Theory of How We Think are generally reliable for you who want to be
described as a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Electric Meme: A New Theory of
How We Think can be one of the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple
studying food but feed you actually with information that possibly will shock your before knowledge. This
book is handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside
that this The Electric Meme: A New Theory of How We Think forcing you to have an enormous of
experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your
day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Cheri Turner:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or daughters,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them is this The Electric
Meme: A New Theory of How We Think.

David Perrin:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book The Electric Meme: A New Theory of How We
Think to make your own reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading ability is developing when you
including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the idea about
book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open a book and go through it.



Beside that the guide The Electric Meme: A New Theory of How We Think can to be your brand new friend
when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of their time.
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