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As Chiasson and his contributors illustrate, trials are media events that can have long-reaching significance.
They can, and have, changed the way people think, how institutions function, and have shaped public
opinions. While this collection on ten trials is about withcraft, slavery, religion, and radicalism, it is, in many
ways, the story of America.

Trials are the stuff of news. Those rare moments when justice, or a reasonable facsimile, is meted out. And
what offers up more high drama, or melodrama, than a highly publicized trial? Most news events enjoy short
life spans. They happen; they are reported; they are quickly forgotten. As Chiasson and his contributors
make clear, a trial often is a lingering, living thing that builds in tension. It is, every once in a long while, a
modern Shakespearean drama with a twist: The audience becomes members of the cast because, every once
in a long while, society finds itself the defendant.

Trials can have lasting importance beyond how the public perceives them. A trial can have long-reaching
significance if it changes the way people think, or how institutions function, or shapes public opinion. Ten
such American trials covering a span of 307 years are covered here. In each, the sociological underpinnings
of events often has greater significance than either the crime or the trial. The ten trials included are the Salem
witch trials, the Amistad trial, the Sioux Indian Uprising trials, the Ed Johnson/Sheriff Shipp trial, the Big
Bill Haywood trial, the Ossian Sweet trial, the Clay Shaw trial, the Manuel Noriega trial, and the Matthew
Shepard trial. While the book is about ten crimes, the subsequent trials, and the media coverage of each, it is
also a book about witchcraft, about religion, slavery, and radicalism. It paints portraits of a racist America, a
capitalistic America, an anarchist America. It relates compelling tales of compassion, greed, stupidity, and
hate beginning in 17th-century colonial times and ending in present-day America. In many ways, it is the
story of America.
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From reader reviews:

Gemma Jackson:

The book Illusive Shadows: Justice, Media, and Socially Significant American Trials can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave
the best thing like a book Illusive Shadows: Justice, Media, and Socially Significant American Trials? A few
of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that,
you may give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Illusive Shadows: Justice, Media, and
Socially Significant American Trials has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for
you. You can search the enormous world by start and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Sarah Tomczak:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there are
many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their skill in writing,
they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this Illusive Shadows: Justice,
Media, and Socially Significant American Trials.

Louis Trent:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Illusive Shadows: Justice, Media, and
Socially Significant American Trials that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading this
book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a great deal
better then how they react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit only for the
geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who
want to start reading through as your good habit, you may pick Illusive Shadows: Justice, Media, and
Socially Significant American Trials become your current starter.

Daryl Pena:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book Illusive Shadows: Justice, Media, and Socially
Significant American Trials was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Illusive
Shadows: Justice, Media, and Socially Significant American Trials has many kinds or type. Start from kids
until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy,



fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that will.
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