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As religious leaders, ministers are often assumed to embody the faith of the institution they represent. As
cultural symbols, they reflect subtle changes in society and belief-specifically people's perception of God and
the evolving role of the church. For more than forty years, Douglas Alan Walrath has tracked changing
patterns of belief and church participation in American society, and his research has revealed a particularly
fascinating trend: portrayals of ministers in American fiction mirror changing perceptions of the Protestant
church and a Protestant God.

From the novels of Harriet Beecher Stowe, who portrays ministers as faithful Calvinists, to the works of
Herman Melville, who challenges Calvinism to its very core, Walrath considers a variety of fictional
ministers, including Garrison Keillor's Lake Woebegon Lutherans and Gail Godwin's women clergy. He
identifies a range of types: religious misfits, harsh Puritans, incorrigible scoundrels, secular businessmen,
perpetrators of oppression, victims of belief, prudent believers, phony preachers, reactionaries, and social
activists. He concludes with the modern legacy of nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century images of
ministers, which highlights the ongoing challenges that skepticism, secularization, and science have brought
to today's religious leaders and fictional counterparts. Displacing the Divine offers a novel encounter with
social change, giving the reader access, through the intimacy and humanity of literature, to the evolving
character of an American tradition.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Overbay:

The book Displacing the Divine: The Minister in the Mirror of American Fiction (Religion and American
Culture) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why
then must we leave the good thing like a book Displacing the Divine: The Minister in the Mirror of
American Fiction (Religion and American Culture)? Several of you have a different opinion about book. But
one aim this book can give many details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with
your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to share all
of these. Book Displacing the Divine: The Minister in the Mirror of American Fiction (Religion and
American Culture) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can
look the enormous world by available and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Terry Holmes:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or data even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
a person is you don't know which you should start with. This Displacing the Divine: The Minister in the
Mirror of American Fiction (Religion and American Culture) is our recommendation so you keep up with the
world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Robert Thompson:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you
can spent 24 hours a day to reading a e-book. The book Displacing the Divine: The Minister in the Mirror of
American Fiction (Religion and American Culture) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of
those who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have
enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book
from the smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book offers high quality.

Vanessa Gilliam:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can have the
e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Displacing the Divine: The Minister in the
Mirror of American Fiction (Religion and American Culture) which is obtaining the e-book version. So ,



why not try out this book? Let's see.
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