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Did women have a civic identity in eighteenth-century France? In Citoyennes: Women and the Ideal of
Citizenship in Eighteenth-Century France, Annie Smart contends that they did. While previous scholarship
has emphasized the ideal of domestic motherhood or the image of the republican mother, Smart argues
persuasively that many pre-revolutionary and revolutionary texts created another ideal for women – the ideal
of civic motherhood. Smart asserts that women were portrayed as possessing civic virtue, and as promoting
the values and ideals of the public sphere.

Contemporary critics have theorized that the eighteenth-century ideal of the Republic intentionally excluded
women from the public sphere. According to this perspective, a discourse of “Rousseauean” domestic
motherhood stripped women of an active civic identity, and limited their role to breastfeeding and childcare.
Eighteenth-century France marked thus the division between a male public sphere of political action and a
female private sphere of the home.

Citoyennes challenges this position and offers an alternative model of female identity. This interdisciplinary
study brings together a variety of genres to demonstrate convincingly that women were portrayed as civic
individuals. Using foundational texts such as Jean-Jacques Rousseau’s Emile, or on Education (1762),
revolutionary gouaches of Lesueur, and vaudeville plays of Year II of the Republic (1793/1794), this study
brilliantly shows that in text and image, women were represented as devoted to both the public good and
their families.

In addition, Citoyennes offers an innovative interpretation of the home. Through re-examining sphere theory,
this study challenges the tendency to equate the home with private concerns, and shows that the home can
function as a site for both private life and civic identity.

Citoyennes breaks new ground, for it both rectifies the ideal of domestic Rousseauean motherhood, and
brings a fuller understanding to how female civic identity operated in important French texts and images.
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From reader reviews:

Marilyn Apperson:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
e-book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book Citoyennes: Women and the Ideal of
Citizenship in Eighteenth-Century France will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably
more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that will open or reading the book
make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to
find best book or acceptable book with you?

Jerrod Spicher:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question mainly because just their can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes,
it is suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of Citoyennes: Women and the
Ideal of Citizenship in Eighteenth-Century France to read.

Juanita Jones:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving Citoyennes: Women and the Ideal of
Citizenship in Eighteenth-Century France that give your fun preference will be satisfied by simply reading
this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world better
then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for
the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who
want to start reading as your good habit, you may pick Citoyennes: Women and the Ideal of Citizenship in
Eighteenth-Century France become your current starter.

Paul Ring:

You can obtain this Citoyennes: Women and the Ideal of Citizenship in Eighteenth-Century France by visit
the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties
for your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through written or printed but can you
enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking because of your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information
about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update.
Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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