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Focusing on the art of self-portraiture, this effortlessly engaging exploration of the lives of artists sheds
fascinating light on some of the most extraordinary portraits in art history.

Self-portraits catch your eye. They seem to do it deliberately. Walk into any art gallery and they draw
attention to themselves. Come across them in the world’s museums and you get a strange shock of
recognition, rather like glimpsing your own reflection. For in picturing themselves artists reveal something
far deeper than their own physical looks: the truth about how they hope to be viewed by the world, and how
they wish to see themselves.

In this beautifully written and lavishly illustrated book, Laura Cumming, art critic of the Observer,
investigates the drama of the self-portrait, from Durer, Rembrandt and Velazquez to Munch, Picasso, Warhol
and the present day. She considers how and why self-portraits look as they do and what they reveal about the
artist’s innermost sense of self – as well as the curious ways in which they may imitate our behaviour in real
life.

Drawing on art, literature, history, philosophy and biography to examine the creative process in an entirely
fresh way, Cumming offers a riveting insight into the intimate truths and elaborate fictions of self-portraiture
and the lives of those who practise it. A work of remarkable depth, scope and power, this is a book for
anyone who has ever wondered about the strange dichotomy between the innermost self and the self we
choose to present for posterity – our face to the world.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Black:

The book A Face to the World: On Self-Portraits can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book A Face
to the World: On Self-Portraits? Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim which
book can give many details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to share all of these.
Book A Face to the World: On Self-Portraits has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Linda Manuel:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love A Face to the World: On
Self-Portraits, you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still would like to miss it?
What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on
its called reading friends.

Earnestine Marcus:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like comic,
brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking A Face to the World: On Self-Portraits that
give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the
world can be said as the means for people to know world much better then how they react to the world. It
can't be mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to
always be success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you may pick A
Face to the World: On Self-Portraits become your starter.

Derek McCaleb:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This publication A Face to the World: On Self-Portraits was filled about science. Spend your
time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has various feel when they
reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the
modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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