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Did you know that cats are related etymologically to caterpillars? Or that Thomas Edison played a key role
in popularizing the use of the greeting “Hello”? Or that muscles were originally mice, since a flexed biceps
looks like a little rodent scurrying under the skin?

Word Histories and Mysteries provides a panoramic view of the unique richness of English, uncovering the
origins of five hundred everyday words whose surprising and often amusing stories offer insights into the
history of humankind. Arranged in convenient alphabetical order, the notes are written in a lively and
entertaining style perfect for browsing. The reader can learn how some of the most recent words, such as the
computer term wiki, were coined, or trace the origins of English back to the Indo-European language spoken
long before the invention of writing.

A short introduction outlines the techniques linguists use to trace the history of words, and a handy glossary
explains the linguistic terms that describe the ways in which language changes over time. Photographs and
drawings help familiarize the reader with the ancient objects or cultural practices from which our words have
sprung.

Fascinating and fun to read, Word Histories and Mysteries is an ideal gift for high school or college students
interested in language and for anyone who wants to know more about the curious sounds we make to
communicate every day.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Thompson:

The feeling that you get from Word Histories and Mysteries: From Abracadabra to Zeus could be the more
deep you rooting the information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to recognise but Word Histories and Mysteries: From Abracadabra to Zeus giving
you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood simply
by anyone who read it because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This kind of book also
makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We advise you for having this Word Histories and Mysteries: From Abracadabra
to Zeus instantly.

Patricia Spear:

The actual book Word Histories and Mysteries: From Abracadabra to Zeus has a lot of knowledge on it. So
when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom
makes some research just before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can obtain the
point easily after looking over this book.

Yasmin Parker:

The book untitled Word Histories and Mysteries: From Abracadabra to Zeus contain a lot of information on
it. The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do
not really worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written by famous author. The author provides you
in the new time of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can continue reading your
smart phone, or device, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice go through.

Patricia Glover:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Word Histories and Mysteries: From
Abracadabra to Zeus or even others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the good
a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those guides are helping them to increase their knowledge. In various other case, beside science
book, any other book likes Word Histories and Mysteries: From Abracadabra to Zeus to make your spare
time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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