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An authoritative history of the first black regiments in American history, whose members helped
transform the Civil War from a white man’s conflict into a revolutionary struggle for freedom

Soon after Abraham Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation on January 1, 1863, abolitionists began
to call for the creation of black regiments. At first, the South and most of the North responded with
outrage—southerners promised to execute any black soldiers captured in battle, while many northerners
claimed that blacks lacked the necessary courage. Meanwhile, Massachusetts, long the center of abolitionist
fervor, launched one of the greatest experiments in American history.

In Thunder at the Gates, Douglas Egerton chronicles the formation and battlefield triumphs of the 54th and
55th Massachusetts Infantry and the 5th Massachusetts Cavalry—regiments led by whites but composed of
black men born free or into slavery. He argues that the most important battles of all were won on the field of
public opinion, for in fighting with distinction the regiments realized the long-derided idea of full and equal
citizenship for blacks.

A stirring evocation of this transformative episode, Thunder at the Gates offers a riveting new perspective on
the Civil War and its legacy.
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From reader reviews:

Norris Patterson:

Why? Because this Thunder at the Gates: The Black Civil War Regiments that Redeemed America is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with
the secret this inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful
way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning
entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of gains than the other book include such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were being you I
will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Brett Baker:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Thunder at the Gates: The
Black Civil War Regiments that Redeemed America is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the
beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include much space to bring the actual printed book, you can
buy often the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. So
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

George Hughes:

Beside this particular Thunder at the Gates: The Black Civil War Regiments that Redeemed America in your
phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and
the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an
older people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Thunder at the Gates: The Black Civil War
Regiments that Redeemed America because this book offers to you readable information. Do you oftentimes
have book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this
in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do
you still want to miss it? Find this book along with read it from right now!

Katherine Hood:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but additionally novel and Thunder at the Gates: The Black Civil War
Regiments that Redeemed America or maybe others sources were given information for you. After you know
how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher
or even students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case,
beside science book, any other book likes Thunder at the Gates: The Black Civil War Regiments that
Redeemed America to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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