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A rich and imaginative discovery of how ink has shaped culture and why it is here to stay

Ink is so much a part of daily life that we take it for granted, yet its invention was as significant as the wheel.
Ink not only recorded culture, it bought political power, divided peoples, and led to murderous rivalries.
Ancient letters on a page were revered as divine light, and precious ink recipes were held secret for centuries.
And, when it first hit markets not so long ago, the excitement over the disposable ballpoint pen equalled that
for a new smartphone—with similar complaints to the manufacturers.

Curious about its impact on culture, literature, and the course of history, Ted Bishop sets out to explore the
story of ink. From Budapest to Buenos Aires, he traces the lives of the innovators who created the ballpoint
pen—revolutionary technology that still requires exact engineering today. Bishop visits a ranch in Utah to
meet a master ink-maker who relishes igniting linseed oil to make traditional printers’ ink. In China, he
learns that ink can be an exquisite object, the subject of poetry, and a means of strengthening (or straining)
family bonds. And in the Middle East, he sees the world’s oldest Qur’an, stained with the blood of the caliph
who was assassinated while reading it.

An inquisitive and personal tour around the world, The Social Life of Ink asks us to look more closely at
something we see so often that we don’t see it at all.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Brown:

The book The Social Life of Ink: Culture Wonder And Our Relationship With The Written Word can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we
leave the great thing like a book The Social Life of Ink: Culture Wonder And Our Relationship With The
Written Word? Several of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can
give many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or data that
you take for that, you may give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book The Social Life of
Ink: Culture Wonder And Our Relationship With The Written Word has simple shape nevertheless, you
know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by open and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Michael Short:

Exactly why? Because this The Social Life of Ink: Culture Wonder And Our Relationship With The Written
Word is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt
you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who write the book
in such amazing way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey
the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret
it. This book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving your expertise and
your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were you I will go to the e-
book store hurriedly.

Catherine Scott:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Social Life of Ink: Culture Wonder And
Our Relationship With The Written Word can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You
are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these books have than the others?

Denise Wentzel:

You can get this The Social Life of Ink: Culture Wonder And Our Relationship With The Written Word by
check out the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve problem if you get
difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by written or printed but in
addition can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking because
of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get
more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge
are still up-date. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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