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"Thomas Keneally recounts history with the uncanny skill of a great novelist whose only interest is to lay
bare the human heart in all its hope and pain. As he was able to do in Schindler's List, he shows us in The
Great Shame a people despised and rejected to the point of death, who in the face of all their sorrows
manage to keep their souls. This story of oppression, famine, and emigration--a principal chapter in the story
of man's inhumanity to man--becomes in Keneally's hands an act of resurrection; Irishmen and Irishwomen
of a century and a half ago live once more within the pages of this book."
--Thomas Cahill, author of How the Irish Saved Civilization

In the nineteenth century, Ireland lost half of its population to famine, emigration to the United States and
Canada, and the forced transportation of convicts to Australia. The forebears of Thomas Keneally, author of
Schindler's List, were victims of that tragedy, and in The Great Shame Keneally has written an
astonishing, monumental work that tells the full story of the Irish diaspora with the narrative grip and flair of
a great novel. Based on unique research among little-known sources, this masterly book surveys eighty years
of Irish history through the eyes of political prisoners--including Keneally's ancestors--who left Ireland in
chains and eventually found glory, in one form or another, in Australia and America.

We meet William Smith O'Brien, leader of an uprising at the height of the Irish Famine, who rose from
solitary confinement in Australia to become the Mandela of his age; Thomas Francis Meagher, whose escape
from Australian captivity led to a glittering American career as an orator, a Union general, and governor of
Montana; John Mitchel, who became a Confederate newspaper reporter, gave two of his sons to the Southern
cause, was imprisoned with Jefferson Davis--and returned to Ireland to become mayor of Tipperary; and
John Boyle O'Reilly, who fled a life sentence in Australia to become one of nineteenth-century America's
leading literary lights.

Through the lives of many such men and women--famous and obscure, some heroes and some fools (most a
little of both), all of them stubborn, acutely sensitive, and devastatingly charming--we become immersed in
the Irish experience and its astonishing history. From Ireland to Canada and the United States to the bush
towns of Australia, we are plunged into stories of tragedy, survival, and triumph. All are vividly portrayed in
Keneally's spellbinding prose, as he reveals the enormous influence the exiled Irish have had on the English-
speaking world.

"A terrible and personal saga, history delivered with a scholar's density of detail but with the individualizing
power of a multi-talented novelist."
--William Kennedy
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From reader reviews:

Gary Lopez:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called The Great Shame: And
the Triumph of the Irish in the English-Speaking World? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You
know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree
with the opinion or you have different opinion?

Calvin Fischer:

Beside that The Great Shame: And the Triumph of the Irish in the English-Speaking World in your phone, it
might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge
you will got here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in
narrow town. It is good thing to have The Great Shame: And the Triumph of the Irish in the English-
Speaking World because this book offers for you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but
you would not get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this inside your hand. The
Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want
to miss the idea? Find this book along with read it from now!

Arnulfo Walls:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Great Shame: And
the Triumph of the Irish in the English-Speaking World can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you
know. You are so out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these books have than the others?

Judy Newberry:

You may get this The Great Shame: And the Triumph of the Irish in the English-Speaking World by go to
the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties
to your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through written or printed but additionally
can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your local
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more
information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
upgrade. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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