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When we think of the Italian Mafia, we think of Marlon Brando, Tony Soprano, and the Corleones&
mdash;iconic actors and characters who give shady dealings a mythical pop presence. Yet these sensational
depictions take us only so far. The true story of the Mafia reveals both an organization and mindset dedicated
to the preservation of tradition. It is no accident that the rise of the Mafia coincided with the unification of
Italy and the influx of immigrants into America. The Mafia means more than a horse head under the sheets&
mdash;it functions as an alternative to the state, providing its own social and political justice.

Combining a nuanced history with a unique counternarrative concerning stereotypes of the immigrant,
Salvatore Lupo, a leading historian of modern Italy and a major authority on its criminal history, has written
the definitive account of the Sicilian Mafia from 1860 to the present. Consulting rare archival sources, he
traces the web of associations, both illicit and legitimate, that have defined Cosa Nostra during its various
incarnations. He focuses on several crucial periods of transition: the Italian unification of 1860 to 1861, the
murder of noted politician Notarbartolo, fascist repression of the Mafia, the Allied invasion of 1943, social
conflicts after each world war, and the major murders and trials of the 1980s.

Lupo identifies the internal cultural codes that define the Mafia and places these codes within the context of
social groups and communities. He also challenges the belief that the Mafia has grown more ruthless in
recent decades. Rather than representing a shift from "honorable" crime to immoral drug trafficking and
violence, Lupo argues the terroristic activities of the modern Mafia signify a new desire for visibility and a
distinct break from the state. Where these pursuits will take the family adds a fascinating coda to Lupo's
work.
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From reader reviews:

Georgia Lopez:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love History of the Mafia, you
may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh
occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Roberto Reyes:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need
more time to be learn. History of the Mafia can be your answer mainly because it can be read by anyone who
have those short time problems.

Rafael Brooks:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book History of the Mafia was colourful and of
course has pictures on the website. As we know that book History of the Mafia has many kinds or genre.
Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think you are
the character on there. So , not at all of book are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and
loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading this.

James Davis:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news. With
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the History of the Mafia when you necessary it?
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