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"Mayor Richard M. Daley dropped the bomb at a routine news conference at City Hall on Tuesday. With no
prelude or fanfare, Mr. Daley announced that he would not seek re-election when his term expires next year.
'Simply put, it's time,' he said." New York Times, September 7, 2010

With those four words, an era ended. After twenty-two years, the longest-serving and most powerful mayor
in the history of Chicago—and, arguably, America—stepped down, leaving behind a city that was utterly
transformed, and a complicated legacy we are only beginning to evaluate.

In First Son, Keith Koeneman chronicles the sometimes Shakespearean, sometimes Machiavellian life of an
American political legend. Making deft use of unprecedented access to key players in the Daley
administration, as well as Chicago's business and cultural leaders, Koeneman draws on more than one
hundred interviews to tell an up-close, insider story of political triumph and personal evolution.

With Koeneman as our guide, we follow young Daley from his beginnings as an average Bridgeport kid
thought to lack his father's talent and charisma to his unlikely transformation into an iron-fisted leader. Daley
not only escaped the giant shadow of his father but also transformed Chicago from a gritty, post-industrial
Midwestern capital into a beautiful, sophisticated global city widely recognized as a model for innovative
metropolises throughout the world.

But in spite of his many accomplishments, Richard M. Daley's record is far from flawless. First Son sets the
dramatic improvement of certain parts of the city against the persistent realities of crime, financial stress ,
failing public housing, and dysfunctional schools. And it reveals that while in many ways Daley broke with
the machine politics of his father, he continued to reward loyalty with favors, use the resources of city
government to overwhelm opponents, and tolerate political corruption.

A nuanced portrait of a complex man, First Son shows Daley to be sensitive yet tough, impatient yet
persistent, a street-smart fighter and detail-driven policy expert who not only ran Chicago, but was Chicago.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Rios:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book First Son: The Biography of
Richard M. Daley. All type of book could you see on many resources. You can look for the internet solutions
or other social media.

Jesus Novak:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This First Son: The Biography of Richard M. Daley book is readable simply
by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable looking at
experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer associated
with First Son: The Biography of Richard M. Daley content conveys prospect easily to understand by lots of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different as it. So , do you
nonetheless thinking First Son: The Biography of Richard M. Daley is not loveable to be your top listing
reading book?

Dolores Parker:

First Son: The Biography of Richard M. Daley can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We all
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The
article author giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing First Son: The
Biography of Richard M. Daley nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as
well as based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great information could drawn you
into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.

Bertram Staten:

You can spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This First Son: The Biography of Richard M.
Daley is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not include
much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it.
You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
you buy this book.
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