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This compelling and convincing study represents the culmination of the authors' several decades of research
on the pivotal role played by elites in the success or failure of political regimes. Revising the classical theory
of elites and politics, John Higley and Michael Burton distinguish basic types of elites and associated
political regimes. They canvas political change during the modern historical and contemporary periods to
identify circumstances and ways in which the sine qua non of liberal democracy, a consensually united elite,
has formed and persisted.

The book considers an impressive body of cases, examining how consensually united elites have fostered
forty-five liberal democracies and how disunited or ideologically united elites have thus far prevented liberal
democracy in more than one hundred other countries. The authors argue that obstacles to the emergence of
elites propitious for liberal democracy are more formidable than democratization enthusiasts recognize. They
assess prospects for the transformation of disunited and ideologically united elites where they now exist, ask
whether current challenges to Western liberal democracies will undermine their consensually united elites,
and explore what the rise of the distinctive elite clustered around George W. Bush may portend for America's
liberal democracy. The authors' powerful and important argument reframes our thinking about liberal
democracy and questions optimistic assumptions about the prospects for its spread in the twenty-first
century.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Adams:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere. The
information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider whenever those
information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously which one
is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Elite Foundations of Liberal Democracy (Elite
Transformations) as your daily resource information.

Frances Norman:

The book Elite Foundations of Liberal Democracy (Elite Transformations) will bring that you the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find new
book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book Elite Foundations of Liberal Democracy (Elite
Transformations) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from the official web
site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Todd Pfeifer:

Elite Foundations of Liberal Democracy (Elite Transformations) can be one of your basic books that are
good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort to set every word into delight arrangement in writing
Elite Foundations of Liberal Democracy (Elite Transformations) yet doesn't forget the main position, giving
the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great
information can drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

Johnny Ballance:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Elite Foundations of
Liberal Democracy (Elite Transformations) which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's observe.
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