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In this magnificent and encyclopedic overview, James T. Kloppenberg presents the history of democracy
from the perspective of those who struggled to envision and achieve it. The story of democracy remains one
without an ending, a dynamic of progress and regress that continues to our own day. In the classical age
"democracy" was seen as the failure rather than the ideal of good governance. Democracies were deemed
chaotic and bloody, indicative of rule by the rabble rather than by enlightened minds. Beginning in the 16th
and 17th centuries, however, first in Europe and then in England's North American colonies, the reputation
of democracy began to rise, resulting in changes that were sometimes revolutionary and dramatic, sometimes
gradual and incremental.

Kloppenberg offers a fresh look at how concepts and institutions of representative government developed
and how understandings of self-rule changed over time on both sides of the Atlantic. Notions about what
constituted true democracy preoccupied many of the most influential thinkers of the Western world, from
Montaigne and Roger Williams to Milton and John Locke; from Rousseau and Jefferson to Wollstonecraft
and Madison; and from de Tocqueville and J. S. Mill to Lincoln and Frederick Douglass. Over three
centuries, explosive ideas and practices of democracy sparked revolutions--English, American, and French--
that again and again culminated in civil wars, disastrous failures of democracy that impeded further progress.

Comprehensive, provocative, and authoritative, Toward Democracy traces self-government through three
pivotal centuries. The product of twenty years of research and reflection, this momentous work reveals how
nations have repeatedly fallen short in their attempts to construct democratic societies based on the principles
of autonomy, equality, deliberation, and reciprocity that they have claimed to prize. Underlying this
exploration lies Kloppenberg's compelling conviction that democracy was and remains an ethical ideal rather
than merely a set of institutions, a goal toward which we continue to struggle.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Hutzler:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book Toward Democracy: The Struggle for Self-Rule in
European and American Thought will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you
can know about almost everything. But some of you think that open or reading a book make you bored. It is
not necessarily make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited
book with you?

Donna Hubbard:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Toward Democracy: The
Struggle for Self-Rule in European and American Thought book since this book offers you rich facts and
knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Barry Altman:

This Toward Democracy: The Struggle for Self-Rule in European and American Thought usually are reliable
for you who want to become a successful person, why. The main reason of this Toward Democracy: The
Struggle for Self-Rule in European and American Thought can be among the great books you must have is
giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you actually with information that maybe will
shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and
whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Toward Democracy: The Struggle
for Self-Rule in European and American Thought giving you an enormous of experience like rich
vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it
and enjoy reading.

Kenneth Lambert:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you can have
the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Toward Democracy: The Struggle
for Self-Rule in European and American Thought which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's see.
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