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A young Armenian-American goes to Turkey in a "love thine enemy" experiment that becomes a
transformative reflection on how we use—and abuse—our personal histories

Meline Toumani grew up in a close-knit Armenian community in New Jersey where Turkish restaurants
were shunned and products made in Turkey were boycotted. The source of this enmity was the Armenian
genocide of 1915 at the hands of the Ottoman Turkish government, and Turkey's refusal to acknowledge it.
A century onward, Armenian and Turkish lobbies spend hundreds of millions of dollars to convince
governments, courts and scholars of their clashing versions of history.

Frustrated by her community's all-consuming campaigns for genocide recognition, Toumani leaves a
promising job at The New York Times and moves to Istanbul. Instead of demonizing Turks, she sets out to
understand them, and in a series of extraordinary encounters over the course of four years, she tries to talk
about the Armenian issue, finding her way into conversations that are taboo and sometimes illegal. Along the
way, we get a snapshot of Turkish society in the throes of change, and an intimate portrait of a writer coming
to terms with the issues that drove her halfway across the world.
In this far-reaching quest, told with eloquence and power, Toumani probes universal questions: how to
belong to a community without conforming to it, how to acknowledge a tragedy without exploiting it, and
most importantly how to remember a genocide without perpetuating the kind of hatred that gave rise to it in
the first place.
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From reader reviews:

Walter McBride:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important for us. The book There Was and There Was Not: A Journey Through Hate
and Possibility in Turkey, Armenia, and Beyond ended up being making you to know about other
understanding and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The
guide There Was and There Was Not: A Journey Through Hate and Possibility in Turkey, Armenia, and
Beyond is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to become your friend when you really
feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship
together with the book There Was and There Was Not: A Journey Through Hate and Possibility in Turkey,
Armenia, and Beyond. You never truly feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Rodney Mitchell:

This book untitled There Was and There Was Not: A Journey Through Hate and Possibility in Turkey,
Armenia, and Beyond to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that is because when you
read this guide you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail store or
you can order it by means of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to
read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you to past this guide
from your list.

Rafael Perez:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read a book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can
spent all day long to reading a book. The book There Was and There Was Not: A Journey Through Hate and
Possibility in Turkey, Armenia, and Beyond it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people who
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough
space bringing this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from a smart
phone. The price is not very costly but this book has high quality.

Michael Blossom:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this publication. This There Was and There Was Not:
A Journey Through Hate and Possibility in Turkey, Armenia, and Beyond is simple to bring you can read it
in the area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have much space to bring the particular
printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the particular book in
your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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