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“Speaking in the Past Tense participates in an expanding critical dialogue on the writing of historical fiction,
providing a series of reflections on the process from the perspective of those souls intrepid enough to step
onto what is, practically by definition, contested territory.”

— Herb Wyile, from the Introduction

The extermination of the Beothuk ... the exploration of the Arctic ... the experiences of soldiers in the
trenches during World War I ... the foibles of Canada’s longest-serving prime minister ... the Ojibway sniper
who is credited with 378 wartime kills—these are just some of the people and events discussed in these
candid and wide-ranging interviews with eleven authors whose novels are based on events in Canadian
history.

These sometimes startling conversations take the reader behind the scenes of the novels and into the minds of
their authors. Through them we explore the writers’ motives for writing, the challenges they faced in
gathering information and presenting it in fictional form, the sometimes hostile reaction they faced after
publication, and, perhaps most interestingly, the stories that didn’t make it into their novels.

Speaking in the Past Tense provides fascinating insights into the construction of national historical narratives
and myths, both those familiar to us and those that are still being written.
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From reader reviews:

Warren Matt:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the e-book untitled Speaking in the Past Tense: Canadian Novelists on
Writing Historical Fiction can be very good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Kenneth Kelly:

The actual book Speaking in the Past Tense: Canadian Novelists on Writing Historical Fiction has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very
famous author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you
can find the point easily after looking over this book.

Phyllis Spencer:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Speaking in the Past Tense: Canadian Novelists on Writing Historical Fiction your brain will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will
become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a book then become one application form
conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get before. The Speaking in the Past Tense: Canadian
Novelists on Writing Historical Fiction giving you yet another experience more than blown away your mind
but also giving you useful facts for your better life with this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing
pattern here is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like
winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Antonio Sisson:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Speaking in the Past Tense: Canadian
Novelists on Writing Historical Fiction can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and
so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these guides have than the others?
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