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"Headscarved women are here, they are not going away, and they are maybe growing in number and they
want to participate in public life," Merve Kavakci, 2010. Can the wearing of an Islamic headscarf ever be
reconciled with a policy of complete secularism? Is it a symbol of freedom of choice for women, or one of
religious dominance? The Headscarf is a unique behind-the-scenes story of the first headscarved woman to
be elected into the Turkish Parliament, and the harsh reaction against her election. It deconstructs her
vilification by the government, military, media and political parties. Nowhere is the issue of the wearing of
the hijab more contentious than in Turkey, whose constitutional principle of secularism has lead to the
Turkish government banning women who wear headscarves from working in the public sector. But the
majority of women who wear the headscarf in Turkey think that to do so is very important and reflects their
dignity and personality, as well as their religious beliefs. In May 1999, this conflict hit the headlines when
Merve Kavakci walked into the Turkish Grand National Assembly to take her oath of office as a member of
Turkish Parliament, wearing her Islamic headscarf. A near riot ensued, and the Prime Minister famously told
the crowd to 'put this woman in her place'. Since then, Kavakci has become an outspoken critic of Turkey's
secularization policy, travelling the globe in support of Muslim women's rights, especially regarding the
hijab, which she promotes as a symbol of female empowerment. Richard Peres uses this fascinating true
story to promote greater understanding of contemporary Turkish politics, and to illustrate the ongoing
tension between Turkey's military-secular bloc and its predominantly Islamic population. This highly
accessible book will resonate with Western readers who want to know more about this fundamental issue and
gain a greater understanding of women's issues, religious conflicts, political Islam, human rights and the
struggle for democracy in the Middle East.
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From reader reviews:

Janice Smith:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Headscarf: The Day
Turkey Stood Still, you can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of
hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called
reading friends.

Arthur Ramires:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can satisfy
your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time to be learn.
Headscarf: The Day Turkey Stood Still can be your answer since it can be read by you actually who have
those short time problems.

James Butler:

The book untitled Headscarf: The Day Turkey Stood Still contain a lot of information on this. The writer
explains the girl idea with easy means. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do
certainly not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was published by famous author. The author
will bring you in the new period of literary works. You can read this book because you can read more your
smart phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice learn.

Roxie Gregory:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This Headscarf: The Day Turkey Stood Still can give you a lot
of friends because by you investigating this one book you have issue that they don't and make anyone more
like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer
you information that probably your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than different make you to
be great people. So , why hesitate? We should have Headscarf: The Day Turkey Stood Still.
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