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For poets, priests, and politicians--and especially ordinary Germans--in the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries, the image of the loving nuclear family gathered around the Christmas tree symbolized the unity of
the nation at large. German Christmas was supposedly organic, a product of the winter solstice rituals of
pagan "Teutonic" tribes, the celebration of the birth of Jesus, and the age-old customs that defined German
character. Yet, as Joe Perry argues, Germans also used these annual celebrations to contest the deepest values
that held the German community together: faith, family, and love, certainly, but also civic responsibility,
material prosperity, and national belonging.

This richly illustrated volume explores the invention, evolution, and politicization of Germany's favorite
national holiday. According to Perry, Christmas played a crucial role in public politics, as revealed in the
militarization of "War Christmas" during World War I and World War II, the Nazification of Christmas by
the Third Reich, and the political manipulation of Christmas during the Cold War. Perry offers a close
analysis of the impact of consumer culture on popular celebration and the conflicts created as religious,
commercial, and political authorities sought to control the holiday's meaning. By unpacking the intimate
links between domestic celebration, popular piety, consumer desires, and political ideology, Perry concludes
that family festivity was central in the making and remaking of public national identities.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Zamora:

The book Christmas in Germany: A Cultural History can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a book Christmas in Germany: A
Cultural History? Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can give
many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or info
that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Christmas in Germany: A
Cultural History has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
appear the enormous world by available and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Richard Reid:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Christmas in Germany: A Cultural History
guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be understand by
anyone who read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only
for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty Christmas in Germany: A Cultural History as good book
but not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book
by its protect, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through
sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Michael Banks:

Beside this particular Christmas in Germany: A Cultural History in your phone, it could give you a way to
get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh in the
oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have
Christmas in Germany: A Cultural History because this book offers for you readable information. Do you
oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this
with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island.
Use you still want to miss it? Find this book as well as read it from now!

Claire Davis:

You may get this Christmas in Germany: A Cultural History by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing
or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of
this publication are various. Not only by means of written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by
simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your guide. It
is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose
suitable ways for you.
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