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Aluminum shaped the twentieth century. It enabled high-speed travel and gravity-defying flight. It was the
material of a streamlined aesthetic that came to represent modernity. And it became an essential ingredient in
industrial and domestic products that ranged from airplanes and cars to designer chairs and artificial
Christmas trees. It entered modern homes as packaging, foil, pots and pans and even infiltrated our bodies
through food, medicine, and cosmetics. In Aluminum Dreams, Mimi Sheller describes how the materiality
and meaning of aluminum transformed modern life and continues to shape the world today. Aluminum,
Sheller tells us, changed mobility and mobilized modern life. It enabled air power, the space age and moon
landings. Yet, as Sheller makes clear, aluminum was important not only in twentieth-century technology,
innovation, architecture, and design but also in underpinning global military power, uneven development,
and crucial environmental and health concerns. Sheller describes aluminum's shiny utopia but also its dark
side. The unintended consequences of aluminum's widespread use include struggles for sovereignty and
resource control in Africa, India, and the Caribbean; the unleashing of multinational corporations; and the
pollution of the earth through mining and smelting (and the battle to save it). Using a single material as an
entry point to understanding a global history of modernization and its implications for the future, Aluminum
Dreams forces us to ask: How do we assemble the material culture of modernity and what are its
environmental consequences? Aluminum Dreams includes a generous selection of striking images of iconic
aluminum designs, many in color, drawn from advertisements by Alcoa, Bohn, Kaiser, and other major
corporations, pamphlets, films, and exhibitions.
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From reader reviews:

Mary West:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Aluminum Dreams: The Making of Light Modernity
(MIT Press). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important a book Aluminum Dreams: The Making of Light Modernity (MIT Press). You can add
information and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book
you can know everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you can be known. About
simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book as well as
searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel weary to go to the library.
Let's read.

Linda Matthews:

The e-book with title Aluminum Dreams: The Making of Light Modernity (MIT Press) posesses a lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. That book exist new
know-how the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you inside new era of
the internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you
want.

Harry Dwyer:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Aluminum Dreams: The Making of Light Modernity (MIT Press) the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might be your mind
friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation
that will maybe you never get prior to. The Aluminum Dreams: The Making of Light Modernity (MIT Press)
giving you an additional experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful facts for
your better life in this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind
will be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary
shelling out spare time activity?

Lillie Stein:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Aluminum Dreams: The Making of Light
Modernity (MIT Press) can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are consequently
out of date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So
what these guides have than the others?
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