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In the 1880s the provincial government sent out teams of land surveyors to explore the northern Ontario
hinterland. By rail, canoe and on foot they and their crews cut through the forests and across streams,
establishing the boundaries for townships in preparation for settlement.

Alexander Herkes Telfer was a member of the party led by the Haliburton surveyor Alexander Niven, who
was responsible for running the lines for seven townships around the head of Lake Temiskaming. The child
of Scottish immigrants who settled in Scarborough, Ontario, A.H. Telfer logged his experiences in a
personal diary, revealing a love of new frontiers and adventure that the hardships of life could not diminish.
His vivid account provides interesting details of early surveying methods and of the lives of some intrepid
early settlers in this wild but beautiful land.

An introduction and annotations by the editor and early photographs of the upper Ottawa/Lake Temiskaming
area complement the diary and create a historical context.

"I personally have long been interested in the surveyor Alexander Niven from Haliburton. I grew up on
Niven Street in New Liskeard, and as a child wondered about the man the street was named for. The story of
Niven and the other surveyors who mapped the Townships of the Little Clay Belt in the District of
Temiskaming in the 1880s is long overdue.

"A.H. Telfer’s personal diaries, which tell of the day-to-day hardships and accomplishments of these
surveyors, are a fascinating account of the country before the great land rush of the 1890s and the Cobalt
mining boom of 1903, which changed the landscape dramatically. This personal account by one of the
members of the actual survey party of 1886 is interesting from a historical perspective, as it bridges the gap
between the fur trading and logging eras, and the settlement of Temiskaming. Of equal interest is the
mention in the diary of pioneers in the area, such as C.C. Farr, the founder of the town of Haileybury;
Edouard Piche, one of the earliest settlers on Lake Temiskaming; and the Heard brothers from Haliburton,
who were among the first homesteaders.

"For anyone interested in the history of northern Ontario, this is a ’must read.’"

- Bruce W. Taylor, genealogist, historian and author, his most recent book being New Liskeard: The Pioneer
Years (2003).
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Mitchell:

The book Worth Travelling Miles to See: Diary of a Survey Trip to Lake Temiskaming, 1886 can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book
Worth Travelling Miles to See: Diary of a Survey Trip to Lake Temiskaming, 1886? Some of you have a
different opinion about publication. But one aim this book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely
suitable. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that,
you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Worth Travelling Miles to See: Diary of
a Survey Trip to Lake Temiskaming, 1886 has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for
you. You can seem the enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

James Ellis:

The reason why? Because this Worth Travelling Miles to See: Diary of a Survey Trip to Lake Temiskaming,
1886 is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will
surprise you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also
write the book in such awesome way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining
approach but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays
or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book include such as help
improving your talent and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were
being you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Irving Wile:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find publication that need more time to be go through. Worth Travelling Miles to See: Diary of a Survey Trip
to Lake Temiskaming, 1886 can be your answer given it can be read by anyone who have those short time
problems.

David Moore:

You can obtain this Worth Travelling Miles to See: Diary of a Survey Trip to Lake Temiskaming, 1886 by
check out the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve issue if
you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only through written or printed
but additionally can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking
by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get
more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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