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The ink was barely dry on the Constitution when it was almost destroyed by the rise of political parties in the
United States. As Bruce Ackerman shows, the Framers had not anticipated the two-party system, and when
Republicans battled Federalists for the presidency in 1800, the rules laid down by the Constitution
exacerbated the crisis. With Republican militias preparing to march on Washington, the House of
Representatives deadlocked between Thomas Jefferson and Aaron Burr. Based on seven years of archival
research, the book describes previously unknown aspects of the electoral college crisis. Ackerman shows
how Thomas Jefferson counted his Federalist rivals out of the House runoff, and how the Federalists
threatened to place John Marshall in the presidential chair. Nevertheless, the Constitution managed to
survive through acts of statesmanship and luck.

Despite the intentions of the Framers, the presidency had become a plebiscitarian office. Thomas Jefferson
gained office as the People's choice and acted vigorously to fulfill his popular mandate. This transformation
of the presidency serves as the basis for a new look at Marbury v. Madison, the case that first asserted the
Supreme Court's power of judicial review. Ackerman shows that Marbury is best seen in combination with
another case, Stuart v. Laird, as part of a retreat by the Court in the face of the plebiscitarian presidency. This
"switch in time" proved crucial to the Court's survival, allowing it to integrate Federalist and Republican
themes into the living Constitution of the early republic.

Ackerman presents a revised understanding of the early days of two great institutions that continue to have a
major impact on American history: the plebiscitarian presidency and a Supreme Court that struggles to put
the presidency's claims of a popular mandate into constitutional perspective.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Reck:

With other case, little persons like to read book The Failure of the Founding Fathers: Jefferson, Marshall,
and the Rise of Presidential Democracy. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So
long as we know about how is important any book The Failure of the Founding Fathers: Jefferson, Marshall,
and the Rise of Presidential Democracy. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by
a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can understand everything! From your country until
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know
that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You should
use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

David Barthel:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Failure of the Founding
Fathers: Jefferson, Marshall, and the Rise of Presidential Democracy is our recommendation so you keep up
with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Melvin Lucero:

Typically the book The Failure of the Founding Fathers: Jefferson, Marshall, and the Rise of Presidential
Democracy has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was
published by the very famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book
very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.

Brooke Gafford:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but also novel and The Failure of the Founding Fathers:
Jefferson, Marshall, and the Rise of Presidential Democracy or others sources were given know-how for you.
After you know how the good a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for
teacher or even students especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case,
beside science e-book, any other book likes The Failure of the Founding Fathers: Jefferson, Marshall, and the
Rise of Presidential Democracy to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this
one.
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