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There is a popular and romantic myth about Rembrandt and the Jewish people. One of history's greatest
artists, we are often told, had a special affinity for Judaism. With so many of Rembrandt's works devoted to
stories of the Hebrew Bible, and with his apparent penchant for Jewish themes and the sympathetic portrayal
of Jewish faces, it is no wonder that the myth has endured for centuries.

Rembrandt's Jews puts this myth to the test as it examines both the legend and the reality of Rembrandt's
relationship to Jews and Judaism. In his elegantly written and engrossing tour of Jewish Amsterdam—which
begins in 1653 as workers are repairing Rembrandt's Portuguese-Jewish neighbor's house and completely
disrupting the artist's life and livelihood—Steven Nadler tells us the stories of the artist's portraits of Jewish
sitters, of his mundane and often contentious dealings with his neighbors in the Jewish quarter of
Amsterdam, and of the tolerant setting that city provided for Sephardic and Ashkenazic Jews fleeing
persecution in other parts of Europe. As Nadler shows, Rembrandt was only one of a number of prominent
seventeenth-century Dutch painters and draftsmen who found inspiration in Jewish subjects. Looking at
other artists, such as the landscape painter Jacob van Ruisdael and Emmanuel de Witte, a celebrated painter
of architectural interiors, Nadler is able to build a deep and complex account of the remarkable relationship
between Dutch and Jewish cultures in the period, evidenced in the dispassionate, even ordinary ways in
which Jews and their religion are represented—far from the demonization and grotesque caricatures, the
iconography of the outsider, so often found in depictions of Jews during the Middle Ages and the
Renaissance.

Through his close look at paintings, etchings, and drawings; in his discussion of intellectual and social life
during the Dutch Golden Age; and even through his own travels in pursuit of his subject, Nadler takes the
reader through Jewish Amsterdam then and now—a trip that, under ever-threatening Dutch skies, is full of
colorful and eccentric personalities, fiery debates, and magnificent art.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Barone:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know which you should start with. This Rembrandt's Jews is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this
era.

Thomas Paris:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all
day long to reading a book. The book Rembrandt's Jews it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of
individuals who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In the event you did
not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book
out of your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book possesses high quality.

David Hosford:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic
as in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer might be Rembrandt's Jews why because the excellent cover
that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is
actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this
book.

Marilyn Calhoun:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need more time to be go
through. Rembrandt's Jews can be your answer because it can be read by anyone who have those short extra
time problems.
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