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"I have the worst birth defect a woman can have: I was born with a penis and a pair of testicles."

Thus we meet Hera, who shares her reason for starting psychoanalysis and whose statement embodies the
debate over transgenderism, rigorously dissected in Please Select Your Gender. Is it a mental disorder, as
some would claim, or a matter of sexual identity? An orientation or a life choice? Despite differing opinions,
transgenderism has lost much of its stigma over the past decade or so – though perhaps none of its shock
value. Nevertheless, the door is open for a reformulation of the hysterical question, "Am I a man or a
woman?"

Utilizing rich clinical vignettes and elements of Lacanian theory, Patricia Gherovici demonstrates how the
transgender discourse has both reoriented psychoanalytic practice and reframed debates about gender in
American society at large. She traverses historical, theoretical, and clinical grounds to explore what has been
termed the "democratizing of gender" – for what could be more democratic than the choice of one’s own
gender, now able to be changed on demand?

Arguing for the depathologization of transgenderism, Please Select Your Gender aims to revise current
notions of human sexuality in general. In doing so, it challenges the theory and practice of psychoanalysis
with questions typically addressed only indirectly, but which are themselves transforming how analysis is
done, advancing new ideas for the clinic that can be extrapolated to social and intellectual contexts in an
effort to engage the broader dialogues of gender and sexuality.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Pena:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you that Please Select Your Gender:
From the Invention of Hysteria to the Democratizing of Transgenderism book as starter and daily reading
book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Joseph Alderete:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick one
book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may doesn't work at this point
is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer is usually Please Select Your Gender: From the Invention of Hysteria to the
Democratizing of Transgenderism why because the excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the
content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Debra Unger:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or real their
hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but nothing
reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see colorful pics on
there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this period,
many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Please Select Your Gender: From the Invention of Hysteria to the Democratizing of
Transgenderism can make you feel more interested to read.

Sylvia Alexander:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Please Select Your Gender: From the
Invention of Hysteria to the Democratizing of Transgenderism to make your personal reading is interesting.
Your personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose
straightforward book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the opinion about book and examining
especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open up a book and read it. Beside that the guide Please
Select Your Gender: From the Invention of Hysteria to the Democratizing of Transgenderism can to be your



brand new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of the time.
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