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From the founding of the Qin dynasty in 221 BCE to the present, the Chinese have been preoccupied with
the notion of ordering their world. Efforts to create and maintain order are expressed not only in China’s
bureaucratic institutions and methods of social and economic organization but also in Chinese philosophy,
religious and secular ritual, and comprehensive systems of classifying all natural and supernatural
phenomena.

Mapping China and Managing the World focuses on Chinese constructions of order (zhi) and examines the
most important ways in which elites in late imperial China sought to order their vast and variegated world.
This book begins by exploring the role of ancient texts and maps as the two prominent symbolic devices that
the Chinese used to construct cultural meaning, and looks at how changing conceptions of ‘the world’ shaped
Chinese cartography, whilst both shifting and enduring cartographic practices affected how the Chinese
regarded the wider world. Richard J. Smith goes on to examine the significance of ritual in overcoming
disorder, and by focusing on the importance of divination shows how Chinese at all levels of society sought
to manage the future, as well as the past and the present. Finally, the book concludes by emphasizing the
enduring relevance of the Yijing (Classic of Changes) in Chinese intellectual and cultural life as well as its
place in the history of Sino-foreign interactions.

Bringing together a selection of essays by Richard J. Smith, one of the foremost scholars of Chinese
intellectual and cultural history, this book will be welcomed by Chinese and East Asian historians, as well as
those interested more broadly in the culture of China and East Asia.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Beasley:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Mapping China and Managing the World: Culture,
Cartography and Cosmology in Late Imperial Times (Asia's Transformations/Critical Asian Scholarship).
Try to make the book Mapping China and Managing the World: Culture, Cartography and Cosmology in
Late Imperial Times (Asia's Transformations/Critical Asian Scholarship) as your close friend. It means that it
can to become your friend when you truly feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter
than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because you can
know anything by the book. So , let us make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Carol Boissonneault:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
e-book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book Mapping China and Managing the
World: Culture, Cartography and Cosmology in Late Imperial Times (Asia's Transformations/Critical Asian
Scholarship) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know
about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading any book make you bored. It's not make you
fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

Robert Hutzler:

You may spend your free time to read this book this guide. This Mapping China and Managing the World:
Culture, Cartography and Cosmology in Late Imperial Times (Asia's Transformations/Critical Asian
Scholarship) is simple to deliver you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If
you did not get much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you
simpler to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.

David Murray:

Beside that Mapping China and Managing the World: Culture, Cartography and Cosmology in Late Imperial
Times (Asia's Transformations/Critical Asian Scholarship) in your phone, it could give you a way to get
closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh
through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow small town. It is
good thing to have Mapping China and Managing the World: Culture, Cartography and Cosmology in Late
Imperial Times (Asia's Transformations/Critical Asian Scholarship) because this book offers for your



requirements readable information. Do you often have book but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh
come on, that won't happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable,
just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book and also read it from
right now!
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