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Pesticides, a short-term aid for farmers, can often be harmful, undermining the long-term health of
agriculture, ecosystems, and people. The United States and other industrialized countries import food from
Costa Rica and other regions. To safeguard the public health, importers now regulate the level and types of
pesticides used in the exporters’ food production, which creates “regulatory risk” for the export farmers.
Although farmers respond to export regulations by trying to avoid illegal pesticide residues, the food
produced for their domestic market lacks similar regulation, creating a double standard of pesticide use.

Food Systems in an Unequal World examines the agrochemical-dependent agriculture of Costa Rica and how
its uneven regulation in export versus domestic markets affects Costa Rican vegetable farmers. Examining
pesticide-dependent vegetable production within two food systems, the author shows that pesticide use is
shaped by three main forces: agrarian capitalism, the governance of food systems throughout the commodity
chain, and ecological dynamics driving local food production. Those processes produce unequal outcomes
that disadvantage less powerful producers who have more limited choices than larger farmers, who usually
have access to better growing environments and thereby can reduce pesticide use and production costs.

 

Despite the rise of alternative food networks, Galt says, persistent problems remain in the conventional food
system, including widespread and intensive pesticide use. Facing domestic price squeezes, vegetable farmers
in Costa Rica are more likely to supply the national market with produce containing residues of highly toxic
pesticides, while using less toxic pesticides on exported vegetables. In seeking solutions, Galt argues for
improved governance and research into alternative pest control but emphasizes the process must be rooted in
farmers’ economic well-being.
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From reader reviews:

Pamela Pinkham:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this Food Systems in an Unequal
World: Pesticides, Vegetables, and Agrarian Capitalism in Costa Rica (Society, Environment, and Place)
book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

James Fletcher:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Food Systems in an Unequal World:
Pesticides, Vegetables, and Agrarian Capitalism in Costa Rica (Society, Environment, and Place) as your
daily resource information.

Angela Taylor:

This Food Systems in an Unequal World: Pesticides, Vegetables, and Agrarian Capitalism in Costa Rica
(Society, Environment, and Place) is great guide for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who have always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. That book
reveal it details accurately using great arrange word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside it. So if
you are read it hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward
sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Food Systems in an
Unequal World: Pesticides, Vegetables, and Agrarian Capitalism in Costa Rica (Society, Environment, and
Place) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can
say that no e-book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So
, this is certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?

Clifford Walsh:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that



recommended to your account is Food Systems in an Unequal World: Pesticides, Vegetables, and Agrarian
Capitalism in Costa Rica (Society, Environment, and Place) this book consist a lot of the information from
the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how can the world has grown up. The
terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some
exploration when he makes this book. That is why this book suitable all of you.
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