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Aristocracy means "rule by the best." For nine hundred years, the British aristocracy considered itself ideally
qualified to rule others, make laws, and guide the nation. Its virtues lay in its collective wisdom, its
attachment to chivalric codes, and its sense of public duty. It evolved from a medieval warrior caste into a
self-assured and sophisticated elite, which made itself the champion of popular liberty: It forced King John to
sign the Magna Carta and later used its power and wealth to depose a succession of tyrannical kings from
Richard II to James II. Britain's liberties and constitution were the result of aristocratic bloody-mindedness
and courage.

Aristocrats traces the history of this remarkable supremacy. It is a story of civil wars, conquests, intrigue,
chicanery, and extremes of selflessness and greed. The aristocracy survived and, in the age of the great house
and the Grand Tour, governed the first industrial nation while a knot of noblemen ruled its growing empire.
Under pressure from below, this political power was slowly relinquished and then shared. Yet democratic
Britain retained its aristocracy: Churchill, himself the grandson of a duke, presided over a wartime cabinet
that contained six hereditary peers.

Lawrence James illuminates the culture of this singular caste, shows how its infatuation with classical art has
forged England's heritage, how its love of sport has shaped the nation's pastimes and values, and how its
scandals have entertained its public.

Impeccably researched, balanced, and brilliantly told, Aristocrats is an enthralling story of survival, a
stunning history of wealth, power, and influence.
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From reader reviews:

Eden Davis:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet
and the resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How people
have to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Reading through a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Aristocrats: Power,
Grace, and Decadence: Britain's Great Ruling Classes from 1066 to the Present book as this book offers you
rich information and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no
doubt in it you may already know.

Christopher Hunnicutt:

Beside this particular Aristocrats: Power, Grace, and Decadence: Britain's Great Ruling Classes from 1066 to
the Present in your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The
information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from your oven so don't end up being worry if you
feel like an aged people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Aristocrats: Power, Grace, and
Decadence: Britain's Great Ruling Classes from 1066 to the Present because this book offers for you
readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on,
that won't happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book along with read it from right now!

Bobbi Brunner:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book way, more simple and reachable. This specific Aristocrats: Power, Grace, and Decadence: Britain's
Great Ruling Classes from 1066 to the Present can give you a lot of buddies because by you investigating
this one book you have issue that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This specific
book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that perhaps your friend
doesn't understand, by knowing more than different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We
need to have Aristocrats: Power, Grace, and Decadence: Britain's Great Ruling Classes from 1066 to the
Present.

Mary Norman:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Aristocrats: Power, Grace, and Decadence: Britain's
Great Ruling Classes from 1066 to the Present was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we
know that book Aristocrats: Power, Grace, and Decadence: Britain's Great Ruling Classes from 1066 to the
Present has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigation
company Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally
make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your case and



try to like reading that.
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