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Studienarbeit aus dem Jahr 2010 im Fachbereich Englisch - Grammatik, Stil, Arbeitstechnik, Note: 1,3,
Universität zu Köln, Veranstaltung: English Grammar: Synchronic and Diachronic Aspects, Sprache:
Deutsch, Abstract: The terms ‘synthetic language’ and ‘analytic language’ in connection with linguistic
typo?logy have become commonplaces in contemporary lingusitics. They refer to morphological or rather
morpho-syntactic characteristics of languages. “Whereas analytic languages have very few affixes (for
example, Modern English), synthetic languages have many (for example, Latin, Old English).” (O’Grady et
al. 1997: 334) Using the quantifiers ‘very few’ and ‘many’, this definition by O’Grady et al. shows that it
might be problematic to speak about synthetic and analytic languages as ‘fixed’ or ‘closed categories’ in a
structuralist way. They rather denote prototypical categories or general tendencies, as there is hardly any
language which entirely belongs to one or the other category. Even a prototypically analytic language like
Present-Day English (PDE) has both grammaticalized synthetic elements and tendencies towards new
syntheticity, as O’Grady et al. or Danchev have shown.
In a synthetic language, four lexiacal categories are usually concerned with inflectio?n: verbs, nouns,
pronouns and adjectives. Since Old English, the earliest stage of the English language, the inflectional
system has continuously been reduced, and in PDE most grammatical relations are expressed through
analytic constructions. The tense system of Old English consisted of two morphologically marked tenses, the
present and the preterite. Futurity could be expressed through ‘futurate’ constructions employing present
tense or, rarely, be supported by a certain set of lexical verbs functioning as auxiliaries without losing their
lexical meaning, e.g. willan = to want, or sculan = must. These verbs were, unlike today, fully inflected.
(…)
This paper will show that the decline of the inflectional system made it quasi necessary to create and
strengthen analytic verb forms and finally grammaticalize them. The outcome of this process is the great
variety of ways to express temporal relationships and aspects, as we have them in Present-Day English. The
fundament of the English language may remain synthetic, however, the ‘construction above’ is clearly
analytic.
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From reader reviews:

Gene Kistler:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this Towards an
Analytic Language: Synchronic and Diachronic Reflections on the Tense System of English.

Neil Espinoza:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday.
The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the reserve untitled Towards an Analytic Language: Synchronic and Diachronic
Reflections on the Tense System of English can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Sally Canady:

The particular book Towards an Analytic Language: Synchronic and Diachronic Reflections on the Tense
System of English has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of
advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. Tom makes some research just before write
this book. This book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this book.

Roger Richmond:

Towards an Analytic Language: Synchronic and Diachronic Reflections on the Tense System of English can
be one of your nice books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this e-book
has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to get every word into joy
arrangement in writing Towards an Analytic Language: Synchronic and Diachronic Reflections on the Tense
System of English however doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest along with based
confirm resource facts that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information may drawn you
into fresh stage of crucial pondering.
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