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Vivian Gornick, one of our finest critics, tackled the theme of love and marriage in her last collection of
essays, The End of the Novel of Love, a National Book Critics Circle Award finalist. In this new collection,
she turns her attention to another large theme in literature: the struggle for the semblance of inner freedom.
Great literature, she believes, is not the record of the achievement, but of the effort.Gornick, who emerged as
a major writer during the second-wave feminist movement, came to realize that "ideology alone could not
purge one of the pathological self-doubt that seemed every woman's bitter birthright." Or, as Anton Chekhov
put it so memorably: "Others made me a slave, but I must squeeze the slave out of myself, drop by drop."
Perhaps surprisingly, Gornick found particular inspiration for this challenge in the work of male writers--
talented, but locked in perpetual rage, self-doubt, or social exile. From these men--who had infinitely more
permission to do and be than women had ever known--she learned what it really meant to wrestle with
demons. In the essays collected here, she explores the work of V. S. Naipaul, James Baldwin, George
Gissing, Randall Jarrell, H. G. Wells, Loren Eiseley, Allen Ginsberg, Hayden Carruth, Saul Bellow, and
Philip Roth. Throughout the book, Gornick is at her best: interpreting the intimate interrelationship of
emotional damage, social history, and great literature.
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From reader reviews:

Peggy Hahne:

The book The Men in My Life (Boston Review Books) can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book The Men
in My Life (Boston Review Books)? A number of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in
which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book.
Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all of these.
Book The Men in My Life (Boston Review Books) has simple shape but you know: it has great and big
function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Cathrine Hart:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of them is this The Men in
My Life (Boston Review Books).

Calvin Lee:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this The Men in My Life (Boston Review Books)
book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which might be understand by
anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing
skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question The Men in My Life (Boston Review Books) as
good book not simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one book that can break don't determine
book by its include, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on
your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Nancy Royals:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book,
and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for you is The Men in My Life (Boston Review Books) this reserve consist a lot of the
information in the condition of this world now. This book was represented just how can the world has grown
up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some analysis



when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.
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